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DIARY FOR JULY / AUGUST 2017

JULY

Sun. 2nd  Mrs Diana Bensted
11.00 am. Morning Worship & Parade Service 

Tues. 4th    4.15 pm. Rainbows   (Tuesdays until 11/7)
5.15 pm. Brownies    (     “            “      “   )
7.15 pm. Guides        (until 18/7 excluding 11/7)

Wed. 5th         7.45 pm. Grapevine

Thurs. 6th   5.20 pm. Beavers        (Thursdays until break)
6.15 pm. Cub Scouts   (       “           “        “   )
7.00 pm. Scouts           (       “           “        “   )

Fri. 7th  10.00 am. Parent & Toddlers (Fridays until break)

Sat. 8th 1.30 pm. Induction of Rev. Ruth Moriarty
(followed by refreshments in the hall)

Sun. 9th  Rev. Ruth Moriarty – Mission Sunday
11.00 am. Morning Worship & Junior Church 

Wed. 12th 8.00 pm. Deacons Meeting

Thurs. 13th    2.00 pm. Women’s Club – Tea

Sun. 16th Mr Peter Griffiths
11.00 am. Morning Worship, Communion & Junior 

Church 

Wed. 19th  7.45 pm. Grapevine

Sun. 23rd  Rev. Ruth Moriarty
11.00 am. Morning Worship 

Sun. 30th   Rev. Ruth Moriarty
11.00 am. Morning Worship



AUGUST

Tues. 1st 7.45 pm. Fabric & Finance Meeting – at Lynda’s house.

Wed. 2nd 7.45 pm. Grapevine

Sun. 6th Rev. Ruth Moriarty
11.00 am. Morning Worship

Wed. 9th 8.00 pm. Deacons Meeting - tbc

Sun. 13th Rev. Ruth Moriarty
11.00 am. Morning Worship

Wed. 16th 7.45 pm. Grapevine

Sun. 20th  Rev. Ruth Moriarty 
11.00 am. Morning Worship & Communion

Sun. 27th Rev. Ruth Moriarty
11.00 am. Morning Worship

SEPT

Sun. 3rd Rev. Ruth Moriarty
11.00 am. Morning Worship 

Junior Church meets on the 9th and 16th July prior to their Summer Break
Restarting again in September

 
The next meeting of the Newsletter Committee 
will be held at 39 The Ridgeway, London N11 

at 8pm. on Monday 14th August 2017.

Please let us have your material for the 
September Newsletter by Sunday 13th August.



PASTORAL LETTER

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,

I  start  off  my  July  Pastoral  letter  with  a  snippet  from  Aunt  Pennie
Bongomin’s letter for the January 2017 newsletter.
“We look to the future with hope that in His own good time, God will
bless us with a Minister who will  come to take care of His sheep in
Christ  Church  for  he  promised  “I  will  never  leave  you,  nor  forsake
you”. Out there, there is someone whom he has already chosen for us
and just waiting to answer His call.”

On  July  8th  2017,  we  will  be  welcoming  Ruth  Moriarty  as  our  new
minister to lead Christ Church, taking the baton from Reverend Caroline
Rogers and leading the church upwards and onwards. As we prepare to
write  a  new  chapter  in  Christ  Church’s  history  book  with  our  new
minister, as a church we have to support each other throughout this new
beginning.
 
Growing up, I was not an avid reader of the Bible. Enthusiasm never
bubbled inside of me whenever I had to read a few lines from any given
book in the Bible. One book however that caught my interest was the
book of Proverbs. It was a section in the Bible I felt connected to, with
its collection of moral and religious teachings in the form of inspiring
one-liners.  It  begins with the reminder  that  “To have knowledge,  you
must first have reverence for the Lord (Proverbs 1:7). To me, the book of
Proverbs  is  an  ecosystem of  not  only  religious  morality  but  also  of
common  sense,  good  manners,  family  relations,  humility,  patience,
respect for the poor and matters of etiquette in social relationships and
with  the  need  for  self-control.  Out  of  my  favourites  and one  that  is
relevant to my pastoral letter is Proverbs 27:17 ‘Iron sharpens iron, and
one  man  sharpens  another.’ The  simple  action  of  rubbing  two  iron
blades together leads to the edges becoming sharper, in turn making the
knives more efficient in their primary task of cutting. Equally, the same
principle can be applied to the Word of God as a “double-edged sword”
(Hebrews 4:12) and it is with this mind-set that we are to sharpen one
another in times of meeting, fellowship and any other interaction. 



Past ministers and a few visiting ministers have addressed the increasing
issue of a lack of cohesion, brotherhood and the formation of ‘cliques’
within church settings. Many times what passes as “fellowship” in the
modern church is not centred on God’s Word but inclined towards food,
day trips and fun events and it is sad to say that the only knives being
sharpened in church settings are the ones used at social gatherings. It
does not take a surgeon to work out that if a knife is blunt, it will still
continue to be a knife but it is less effective in performing its duty and
less useful in service. Applying this analogy into a church setting, if an
individual/s is spiritually blunt, they will continue to come to church and
participate in church services but will feel as a liability to the church and
lead to reasons of their choosing as to why they have not been to church.
Let  us  be  encouraged to spend more  time  together  not  just  at  social
gatherings  and  become  sharper,  more  efficient  during  our  task  of
discipleship and build one another up!

As you have noticed, the word ‘prayer’ has not been mentioned in the
letter. On the social media platform, WhatsApp, my friend had a status
that said “I’ll pray for you. Because it is so much easier than actually
doing anything for you but still  makes me feel like a good person.” I
believe that with prayer one should follow with action. As a lot of people
know in church, I am not a prayer person. I am more inclined to doing
something for someone rather  than praying about  it.  Hebrews 13:  16
“And do not forget  to do good and to share with others, for with such
sacrifices God is pleased”. To ‘do’ is a verb, to act upon, to perform an
action, carry out, execute, implement or complete a motive. I quote Dr
Steve Maraboli, “You can speak with spiritual eloquence, pray in public,
and  maintain  a  holy  appearance…but  it  is  your  behaviour that  will
reveal your true character.”  

The  act  of  kindness  and  the  love  of  sharing  should  have  no  limit.
Proverbs 22: 9 “the generous will themselves be blessed for they share
their  food with the  poor.”  We can replace  ‘share their  food with  the
poor’ with ‘share their time with the homeless’, ‘share their talent with
the talentless’, and ‘share their knowledge with the uneducated’. We all
have a duty to sharpen one another with the Word of God, sharpen our
minds and souls with the Good News. As we prepare for the arrival of
Ruth  Moriarty,  we  should  enter  the  new  chapter  of  Christ  Church’s



history book as a team, a family, a brotherhood of disciples, an orchestra
of talented individuals who want nothing but the best from each other in
Christ Church. As Ruth Moriarty’s arrival gets closer,  let  us like iron
tools, sharpen each other and rub off the dullness to work efficiently and
consistently in harmony to bring the best out of each other and ride the
new wave as disciples of God. 

I end my letter with Hebrews 10: 24-25 (GNB), “Let us be concerned
for one another, to help one another to show love and to do good. Let us
not give up the habit of meeting together, as some are doing. Instead, let
us encourage one another all the more, since you see that the Day of the
Lord is coming nearer.”

Robert Mapara 

FAMILY NEWS

Firstly, we welcome the Reverend Ruth Moriarty as our new minister.
Ruth’s Induction Service is on Saturday 8th July at 1.30pm. 

We all look forward to working together with her for God’s work in the
Church and local community.

We were sorry to hear that Anthea Denham had an accident whilst in
Sicily (after Mark’s wedding) which resulted in her being in hospital for
a while. She has now returned home where she is receiving help and care
as she recovers. We send her our love and prayers and wish her well.

Stephanie Wheatley is also in our prayers as we heard she is in hospital
and we wish her well.

We pray also for Jack (friend of Doreen Gray) who is in Potters Bar
Hospital. Doreen has been looking after him for quite a while and we
think of them both. 

A number of our folk have been missing from Church over recent weeks
and we trust they are all well and look forward to their return to their
usual seats soon.

Please continue to pray for all  those who are away or unwell  and all
people in special need including those affected by the London terrorist
incidents and the Grenfell Tower tragedy.

May God’s blessings be with you all.  



WOMEN’S CLUB

Summer arrived on the 1st June and fifteen of us sat expectantly while
Val handed us cardboard coloured paper wrapped picture frames.  On to
this we were to arrange the multi coloured thin lengths of “spills”.  Many
will  remember  the  word  from those  spills  left  in  a  container  on  the
mantelpiece for lighting a tobacco-pipe or fire.  Val saved us a great deal
of time by rolling pages and pages of magazines so that we were able to
choose from an array of blue, yellow, orange or black/grey hues which
we then glued on to the frame.  The results were brilliant.

On 15th June we had a  special  birthday celebration  for Mary Mason.
While waiting for some of our members we started some quizzes which
covered flags, ding bats and general knowledge questions.  Anne Petts
with her interest in football won outright with her knowledge of flags.
We then took a few moments to remember in our prayer those affected
by the Grenfell Tower, North Kensington, tragedy.  That done we set our
minds to making a good effort on the feast supplied by Mary to show our
appreciation.  The  obligatory  birthday  cake  had  us  singing  Happy
Birthday.  In the kitchen were Mary’s daughter Julie and her friend who
took  care  of  the  tea  and  coffee  and  washing  up.   This  all  made  a
memorable and marvellous afternoon. 

We meet again on June 29th  and July 13th will be our last session.  We
recommence on Thursday September 7th at 2pm.  Why not join us.

We wish you a happy Summer Holiday.

Jane Gibbins

FINANCE FOR APRIL 2017 TO JUNE 2017

Cash £1,011.83
     Envelopes £1,780.00

£2,791.83

June Communion Collection of £122.00



AGM

Twenty six people met on the Sunday of the Bank Holiday weekend for
the church AGM. Five people sent their apologies for absence. At this
meeting reports were presented of the activity in the church from 1 April
2016 to 31st March 2017. We stood in memory of those that died during
this  period  -  Brian Gray and Jo Akrong;  rejoiced  that  we had had 2
believers baptisms and welcomed 5 new church members!

Junior Church reported on their  variety in numbers attending and the
wide  age  range.  All  teams  seem  happy  with  this  work.  Any  new
volunteers  or  just  curious  should  speak  to  Anthea  Denham  or  Julie
Duncan or any of the current teacher teams.

Secretary's report was a summary of all the activities over the last year -
a healthy reminder of how much we get up to as a church over the course
of a year.

Treasurer's  report  was  a  summary  of  the  accounts  and  then  the
presentation of the budget for next year. We need to be prudent with our
money  but  making  sure  that  we are  using  what  we have  to  its  best
advantage to the work of the church.

We also gave a thank you gift to Bob Allaway who has been attending
and chairing our Deacons and Church meetings in his role as our Interim
Moderator. We thanked him for all his help over the year.

All officers and posts within the church were renewed for the next year -
as no one objected ... but new volunteers are always welcome.

The meeting closed with us all holding hands in a very odd 'circle' and
saying the grace to each other.

A brief financial summary follows, showing a net surplus of £7,094 but 
the budget for next year is for a loss as we will have the added costs of 
paying for a full time minister from July. 



INCOME (£)           OUTGOINGS (£)

Offerings 21,357 Ministry & Mission 14,250
Other voluntary income 5,358 Buildings (running cost) 35,141
Investment income 1,055
Rental income 28,715 ______ 

56,485 49,391

We should all annually re-assess our level of giving and make sure that
we give in the most tax efficient (rendering to Caesar) manner. That is
using the envelope scheme if you are a tax payer (see Gladys Townsend
for details), setting up a direct debit if convenient and giving notes of
less that £50 (!?) in the offering plate as tax can now be re-claimed on
these gifts even if you do not pay tax. 

Clare Jenkins

REV. BOB ALLAWAY

Rev Bob Allaway, has asked me to convey his thanks for the generous
gift received from Christ Church for his role as Interim Moderator while
we were searching for a new minister.

A National Book Token was presented at the close of the church’s AGM
Sunday, 28th May. Since retiring Bob has been doing a lot more reading
so the book token will come in very useful.

We are very grateful for the support provided by Bob Allaway and for
his guidance since July ‘16. 

It  is  not  easy  chairing  meetings  with  a  varied  group of  people  with
different views on how to achieve the same aim. While Bob has been
with us he has been chair of Deacons meetings and church meetings he
has also led a service and a Worship Workshop to look at how the Psalms
were put together and used in Biblical times. 

Bob also knows our new minister and will be conducting the service of
Induction for Rev Ruth Moriarty, Sat 8th July. 

Sue Rogers



COMMUNITY FUN DAY

We were blessed with a lovely sunny day, for inviting the community
onto church grounds.

I,  being  incapacitated  as  I  was,  was  not  able  to  do  my  usual  face
painting,  so I took on the role of general meet and greeter.   In some
fancy pants from Sara, I was able to engage with people walking past,
whilst waving at cars, buses and the odd skip lorry!

As you came onto the grounds, on the right was the children's area, with
Clare and Thomas inviting people to beat  the goalie,  and a throwing
game, there were also lots of large sit-on toys for toddlers, Sara and a
friend of Janet's were face painting up a storm, and were busy all day,
while Janet was nail painting and applying temporary tattoos.  Jean and
Gladys were sheltering from the sun under a gazebo while persuading
people to guess the Weight of the Cake and name the Rabbit (soft toy) 

On the left, the BBQ, ably run by the Scouts – with Francis, cooking,
and Steve, Stéphanie and Janni serving up some delicious burgers and
hot dogs.

For adults, there was a stall with various gifts and plants, with Ola and
Tony, Allister  Duncan working solo on the books, Rebecca and sister
Esther on Bric a Brac and a bit of clothing (a bit of everything!) Val and
Lynda running the Tombola, and Mary and Anne doing the honours with
hot and cold drinks which were free.

In  the  church  Sue,  Evelyn  and Joyce  were  on  the  cake  stall,  with  a
fabulous selection  of large and small  cakes,  and flower arrangements
sitting on a table on the dais awaiting the auction – which again was
called by Allister.

Of course this doesn’t happen on its own, Friday had Lynda, Val, Roger
and Sara at work from 9 am sorting and pricing items donated for the
stalls next day. Val had also bought flowers to arrange in a variety of
teapots and watering cans and so on for the flower auction. 



Sue made sure the monies were counted Saturday evening with a total of
£412 to be announced in the Sunday service.

While a lovely time was had by all, visitors and congregation alike, I
think that we, as a church, need to decide on the format for next year,
whether stands should be free – and this is a mission opportunity, or a
fundraising  one.  I  also  feel  that  the  FACC’s  committee  should  be
supported more, with help from more people in the church.  

If we have a plant stand, I'm sure that many would be able to donate
plants, or a toiletries/candy/tombola stall, we can all add one item to our
shopping bags, maybe donations could be accepted for flowers and we
can purchase them wholesale.   Should the money received be for the
work of the church,  or like last  year donated specifically  to a named
charity?

It is true that in many organisations 20% of the people do 80% of the
work. We should be doing more to help, to publicise, and to donate in
other ways, if we are not able to help on stands, we can come and just
chat to people. I do think that this is a fabulous opportunity to use our
grounds, to encourage people to meet us and find out what we are about.
Maybe also that us Christians are not a weird lot (well not too weird!)

God bless.
Diana Bensted

FACC

Dear Friends,
Thank you so much for the help everyone gave on our Community Day.
We  were  blessed  with  a  beautiful  sunny  day  and  we  are  sure  that
everyone that came enjoyed themselves. 

So here’s to our Christmas Bazaar when all the groups within the Church
run a stall. Now is the time to start collecting things.
Have a Happy Summer.

From the FACC Committee – Lynda, Sara, Anne & Val



WORDS OF ENCOURAGEMENT

Earlier this year, I was faced with some difficult decision-making. My
heart  wanted  the  easier  option,  but  reality  said  the  opposite.  Many
decisions are difficult  because of sentiments,  confusion or loss of the
familiar that may ensue by the decision taken. 

A few days later, whilst reading Psalm 32, verses 8 and 10 jumped out at
me. They gave me real peace that I started to sing ‘Praise my soul the
King of Heaven’, my favourite hymn. I don’t know the final outcome of
my decision, but will hold on firmly to God’s promise of guidance and
mercy. When faced with difficult decision-making, pray and hold on to
His promises below.

Psalm 32: 8, 10 & 11(NKJV)
8 I will instruct you and teach you in the way you should go;
I will guide you with My eye.
10 ---- But he who trusts in the LORD, mercy shall surround him.

Ola Lawal
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