
11 October 2020, 11am  
Christ Church New Southgate 
& Friern Barnet 
 
Please join with us at 11am to read this 
service together at church, in printed form, 
whatapp or via the youtube link on our 
website www.christchurchnsfb.org 
__________________________________ 
 
Welcome to Christ Church NSFB on 
Sunday 11 October 2020 
 
Risen Lord, 
In this place and at this time,     
come and stand among us. 
 
Lord Jesus Christ, 
we greet you  
risen from the grave  
and alive in our world. 
 
We give you praise  
that through your love 
evil has been conquered 
and death defeated. 
 
We give you thanks  
that by your Spirit 
you have given us new life 
and set your hope in our hearts. 
 
Lord fill us  
with that same love,  
and give us grace  
to live the life of new creation 
as we seek to worship you,  
our Lord and our God. 
 
Apostles creed - active  
 
We believe in God  
the Father Almighty  
who sent Jesus into the world.  
He came as a baby,  
born of the Holy Spirit,  
was crucified, died,  

and was buried.  
On the third day,  
he rose from the dead.  
He ascended into heaven, 
where he prays for us continually.  
Praise the Lord. Halleluia! 
 
 
Reading: Luke 5.33-39 
Read by Tanya Forward 

33 They said to him, “John’s disciples often 
fast and pray, and so do the disciples of the 
Pharisees, but yours go on eating and 
drinking.” 

34 Jesus answered, “Can you make the friends 
of the bridegroom fast while he is with 
them? 35 But the time will come when the 
bridegroom will be taken from them; in 
those days they will fast.” 

36 He told them this parable: “No one tears a 
piece out of a new garment to patch an old 
one. Otherwise, they will have torn the new 
garment, and the patch from the new will 
not match the old. 37 And no one pours new 
wine into old wineskins. Otherwise, the new 
wine will burst the skins; the wine will run 
out and the wineskins will be ruined. 38 No, 
new wine must be poured into new 
wineskins. 39 And no one after drinking old 
wine wants the new, for they say, ‘The old is 
better.’” 

All age Quiz on Luke 5.33-39 
 
Think back on the reading that Tanya just 
shared with us. I’ll read out a statement, and 
it you think it’s true stand up, if you think its 
false, sit down. 
 
Fasting means not eating food 
People wanted to know why Jesus’ disciples 
fasted all day 
People wanted to know why Jesus’ disciples 
ate and drank 
Jesus answered in a riddle 
Jesus answered in a parable 



Old coats are good for patching new ones 
New coats are good for patching old ones 
Old wineskins burst with new wine 
All old things are better 
All new things are better 
 
When Jesus came to this world, a whole new 
way of life began. When we are friends with 
Jesus we can smile because he is with us and 
gives us everyone a fresh start. 
 
Thank you God that Jesus gives everyone a 
fresh start. Amen 
 
 
Confession Prayer  
 
Life-giving God, 
with gladness we acknowledge  
that in the death  
and resurrection  
of Jesus Christ 
you have interrupted our lives  
with your grace: 
a new beginning  
has been announced  
and the world  
will never be the same. 
 
Forgive us  
when we continue to live  
in the old ways,  
paralyzed with fear,  
not daring to believe our eyes, 
denying life. 
 
Living Lord, 
come to us,  
as you came to your first disciples: 
surprise us with your peace  
and forgiveness 
and continue in us  
your work of transformation. 
 
Lord have mercy 
Christ have mercy 
 
Lord of Life,  

through the resurrection  
of Jesus Christ from the dead 
a door has cracked open  
and your new creation  
has been set loose in our world. 
 
By your Spirit,  
enable us this day  
to participate in his dying and rising 
and so share the life of Christ  
with all whom we meet.  Amen. 
 
 
Sermon 
 
There is a tale of a missionary returning 
from abroad back to the UK. He reported 
100s of people coming to faith in an area 
where nobody had known Christ before. 
And the one question that his sending 
church asked was – do they wear hats for 
worship? Do they wear hats? Its not such a 
different question asked of Jesus – do your 
disciples fast?  
 
We find Jesus around the table of Levi – the 
dodgy tax collector along with a whole load 
of other misfits, the pharisees are quizzing 
Jesus. Why do you eat and drink with these 
people? And now another question about 
the disciples of Jesus is – why don’t they 
fast? Everyone else fasts. Why do your 
disciples eat and drink?  The question misses 
the point, doesn’t it?  
 
Fasting in the old testament has a specific 
function and form. Fasting showed that a 
person was dissatisfied with the present. It 
was a time to wait on God for his kingdom 
to come. Annual fasts were regular parts of 
life and the pharisees added in 2 extra fasts a 
week. When a Jewish person fasted then it 
was to be humble, repent and ask for the 
mercy of God. It was a sorrowful time, 
where the people of God begged God for 
help and his mercy. Through fasting they 
would become acceptable to God. Why 
didn’t the disciples fast when they were with 



Jesus? Because the kingdom of god had 
come. Because there was no more waiting 
on god, the son of god had come. Because 
God’s mercy had already been shown to the 
world through sending Jesus to us. The 
question about fasting misses the point.  
 
Here we have Jesus who has begun a new 
kingdom, new wineskins, new vision, new 
attitudes are required. It’s not a question of 
changing just one thing, it’s a whole new 
world. Why would you be worrying about 
fasting when the son of God is sharing your 
goat stew at the table? Why would you be 
fasting when you can see the healing power 
of Christ all around you? Why would you be 
worried about hats for church when people 
are becoming Christians?  
 
Because we like what we know and we know 
what we like. I don’t if like me you thought 
you bought different food every week, until 
doing more regular online shops showed me 
that we buy very similar food every week. 
How often do we reach for the comfortable, 
the familiar? We know we like a certain 
product, we know we like a certain 
restaurant so we keep to what we know. 
Sometimes we apply these thoughts to our 
faith and ot our church. Particularly when 
the outside world is changing so much we 
can’t keep up, or changing so much that we 
despair and turn to the church and insist that 
its perfectly good as it is. In fact the old is 
better than the new.  
 
Jesus is not arguing for supporting fads, he’s 
not suggesting that every new thing is the 
best thing. He is asking us to hear that there 
is a new dawn. The kingdom is here, Jesus 
has come sent from God to save us all. This 
means that our lives are totally transformed.  
 
As our autumn wardrobes appear again from 
under the bed or the back of our wardrobe, 
we might be drawn into thinking – what 1 
item will update my clothes? The life that 
Christ offers all of us, is not just one thing to 

be added in, not a patch for desperate life. 
Life with Christ is wholesale change. Where 
we have been fearful, worried and downcast, 
Christ gives us joy and hope. Where we have 
been bound to the past, Christ sets the 
future before us. Where we have been 
bound in sin, tied to unhealthy habits, Christ 
sets us free.  
 

 
 
This is a picture of a goat skin being used to 
hold liquid. Its very similar to how wine 
would have been stored in biblical times, 
particularly for transportation. Most wine 
was carried by camel or horse. Imagine two 
of these tied together at the top and they 
would fit across the back of an animal far 
more easily than dozens of clay jars bashing 
into each other on the journey. New 
wineskins are used for new wine because 
wine that has just been made ferments, it 
bubbles. The new era of the kingdom of 
God is an era where we are called to be 
flexible, to be pliable just like a wineskin, to 
move with the Spirit and to respond to the 
new life that is all around us because of the 
greatness of God’s love. The new era of 
Jesus is for a people on the move, ready and 
open to God’s direction and the Spirit’s 
prompting.  
 
How open are we to Jesus’ transformation 
of us?  
Where are we living out old ways? 
Where do we need to allow God to bring 
new life?  
 



Following Jesus can never be a patch added 
to make us feel like we are living a good life. 
Following Jesus is being welcomed to a new 
kind of feast, where Jesus brings healing and 
total transformation to our lives. In this 
kingdom, blessed are the poor, weak and 
mourning. Blessed are the misfits, the 
forgotten and the downtrodden, for God 
raises us up and celebrates by offering love 
to us all. It is a new day with Christ, may we 
be transformed by him every single day.  
 
Reflection 
  
Lord, please do make me a new 
creation.   
Transform me and renew me 
completely.   
May I joyfully welcome new ideas 
As your presence fills me with hope 
May my new life in You  
be one that continually receives  
the full outpouring  
of Your grace and mercy.   
Jesus, I trust in You. 
 
Break us out of brittleness  
that keeps us resistant or complacent.  
May we instead be renewed  
and expanded by the joy  
of your presence  
surprising us in new ways.  
Amen 
 
Intercession led by Ola Lawal 
 
Lord we thank you worship in your church 
after the pandemic lockdown. We thank you 
for you Lord our preserver and that we have 
courage to worship again inside church and 
not just online. We thank you for Rev. Ruth 
Moriarty our minister, for the church 
secretary Clare Jenkins, the deacons and all 
who have helped with the reopening of the 
church. Grant them eternal wisdom and 
reward.  
 

We pray for the wellbeing of the church that 
we might be a spiritual family, a household 
of faith where the people are welcomed and 
nourished. Make this church a beacon of 
hope, compassion and strength within this 
community and for those watching online. 
Bless the work of all churches, let the gospel 
be preached, bear fruit and increase so more 
will understand it and receive God’s grace.  
 
Lord hear us 
Lord graciously hear us 
 
Loving God we pray for the spiritual health 
and welfare of the UK. Give us a country 
where fairness, justice and equity reigns. 
Where the leaders can make decisions in the 
world where all can flourish and feed 
themselves, a world where many can live in 
peace and prosper so no one would need to 
travel and make dangerous journeys for a 
new life.  
 
As we celebrate black history month, help us 
to always value diversity and everyone’s 
culture, for greater tolerance, peace and 
harmony.  
 
Lord hear us 
Lord graciously hear us 
 
Loving Father surround all women with 
your continuing compassion, may they know 
their grief not turn them against you, and 
may they know that you are beside them, 
sharing in their sorrow.  
Surround all those who are suffering with ill 
health with your tenderness, give strength to 
those in pain.  
 
Give patience to those recovering from ill 
health. Strengthen and grant wisdom to all 
those who look after the sick and the dying.  
We ask your protection and understanding 
for the school children and undergraduates 
and all who teach them and help them. 
 



We ask for your divine intervention and help 
for those who have lost their way or lost 
their grip on reality. Help and restore those 
who are confused, rejected, abandoned, 
jobless, homeless, neglected or abused. Help 
the country to flourish again so all these 
people can get the help and break they need 
 
Lord hear us 
Lord graciously hear us 
 
We ask your peace, blessing and joy on 
those watching today, on our friends, family 
and neighbours. We pray that the hope of 
heaven will be our focus rather than the 
fleeting pleasures and values of this world. 
Help us to serve one another, to be faithful 
until the end.  
 
Lord hear us 
Lord graciously hear us 
 
In a moment of silence, let us lift up to Jesus 
those who are on our minds 
 
Silence 
 
All this we ask in the name of the Father, of 
the Son and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.  
 
Blessing  
May we know and live in the new hope of 
Christ every single day. Amen 
 
Song: When I was lost  
https://youtu.be/xUqtBqIx5rY 
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