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17 January 2021 
Christ Church New Southgate & 
Friern Barnet 
 
Please join with us at 11am to read this service 
together either in printed form, whatapp or 
via the youtube link on our website 
www.christchurchnsfb.org 

Each person in the church is assigned a 
deacon who will call you to see if you are 
alright in these times and to pray for you.  

__________________________________ 

Welcome to Christ Church New Southgate 
and Friern Barnet today.  

In lockdown it’s really important that we 
move our beautiful God given bodies. Let’s 
use our bodies today to declare God’s 
goodness as we seek to walk in his ways. 
 
 
Apostle’s creed active 
 
ALL: We believe in God,  
(Point up) 
the Father  
(Cross two fingers from both hands) 
almighty, 
(Raise two fists) 
who sent  
(Point a finger) 
Jesus  
(Touch each palm) 
into  
(praying hands) 
the world. 
(raise hands to side) 
He came as a baby 
(rock a baby) 
Born of the holy spirit 
Was crucified,  
(Lift arms to side) 
died  
(Drop head) 

And was buried. 
(Curl up) 
On the third day 
(Hold 3 fingers up) 
He rose again from the dead 
(Raise arm up) 
He ascended into heaven 
(Lift both arms above head) 
Where he prays for us continually. 
(Praying hands) 
Praise the lord 
(Lift hands up high) 
Halleluia!  
 
 
Song: Every move I make 
Website https://youtu.be/MPvnZILn6EY 
 
 
Reading: Mark 1.14-20 Read by Clare Jenkins 

14 After John had been put in prison, Jesus 
went to Galilee and preached the Good 
News from God. 15 “The right time has 
come,” he said, “and the Kingdom of God is 
near! Turn away from your sins and believe 
the Good News!” 

16 As Jesus walked along the shore of Lake 
Galilee, he saw two fishermen, Simon and 
his brother Andrew, catching fish with a 
net. 17 Jesus said to them, “Come with me, 
and I will teach you to catch people.” 18 At 
once they left their nets and went with him. 

19 He went a little farther on and saw two 
other brothers, James and John, the sons of 
Zebedee. They were in their boat getting 
their nets ready. 20 As soon as Jesus saw 
them, he called them; they left their father 
Zebedee in the boat with the hired men and 
went with Jesus. 

Confession 

Lord you have called us 
And we have not answered 
Lord you have called us  
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And we have hidden instead 
Lord you have called us 
And we have been too busy to answer 
 
Silence 
 
Lord as we seek you 
Help us to follow you in the full knowledge 
of your love for us.  
Help us to recognise your voice and grant us 
faith to walk in your way. Amen  
 
All age activity: Following Jesus 
 
What does it mean to follow Jesus?  
 
Jesus called Simon, Andrew and James and 
John to follow him. He called them 
disciples. I wonder what does it mean to be 
a disciple? We are called by God to walk 
with him, to follow his way.  
 
Today let’s think about our feet. Can you 
draw round your foot on a piece of paper? 
Or can you draw round someone else’s foot? 
Or draw a foot shape? Pause the video and 
have a go.  
 
Let’s think of one way we can follow Jesus 
this week: how about being kind, or praying 
for those who are sick, or telling other 
people about God? Let’s write it down, or 
draw a picture. Cut out your foot shape and 
keep it close to you to remind you to be a 
disciple too.  
 
Dear God, Thank you that you call us to 
follow you. Help us to remember to walk in 
your ways this week. Amen. 
 
 
Sermon: ‘Without delay he called them’ Mark 
1.14-20 
 
Rev. Eddie Boon, URC Thames North 
Synod, Discipleship Enabler 
 

Let me ask you as question: I wonder what 
are the things you like to do without delay? 
On the flip side of that: what are the sorts of 
things you like to leave to the last minute? 
Part of the variety of life is interacting with 
people who don’t share our priorities, 
perhaps you might say to yourself: ‘I just 
don’t get why they are so excited about 
that?’ Maybe this new lockdown will give 
you some fresh opportunities to attend to 
some important things in your life.  
Years ago I did some time management 
training. If you have ever come into contact 
with that sort of training, often they speak 
about things that are urgent or important. 
The two aren’t necessarily the same. The 
imbalance of urgency happens in homes, in 
communities and in church. 
 
I’ve called this message ‘Without delay he 
called them’ and my bible passage is Mark 
1.14-20. What does Marks gospel say to help 
us in everyday life? We are encouraged as we 
remember Jesus disciples as described by 
Mark are far from perfect. In many ways 
they can be described as complete failures. 
But in the one way that really matter they are 
not. And that is that they are called. You and 
I are called. Today I invite you to refresh 
this sense of calling in your own heart. It’s 
going to make you more resilient especially 
in these days of lockdown.  
In a nutshell, I want to say to you that the 
call of discipleship comes to you without 
delay. So what will be your response to the 
call of Christ which is both urgent and 
important.  
 
Let’s set the scene shall we, the start of the 
gospel is the opening stage of Jesus’ ministry 
in the area of Galilee. We get the opening 
statement; we get the call of the disciples 
and we get the beginning of the ministry of 
Jesus in Capernaum. There are narratives of 
conflict which end up in the plot to kill 
Jesus. So the opening of Jesus’ ministry only 
seems to happen after John the Baptist has 
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completed his own ministry. This prophet 
John is arrested and Jesus continues the 
kingdom proclamation. And he too finds a 
time to rest. You see we all do have God 
appointed times that come to an end, 
perhaps not in the way John the Baptist 
found himself but in other ways.  
 
Perhaps you have a sense that one chapter 
of your life is ending for you, maybe God is 
calling you into something new. Maybe this 
passage will help you respond and discern 
the way forward. One word of caution here 
– there is no exact time or place mentioned 
here. It doesn’t seem that they are that 
important to Mark. Mark sees the preaching 
of the gospel as the crucial thing, good news 
- as you read chapter 1 – is about God and 
from God. It’s the very best news that has 
ever come to our ears. Now you might think 
to yourself about a situation that you would 
love to hear good news in, perhaps you 
would like good news about the virus, or 
about other news politically, socially, 
domestically, but here we have the best news 
possible. A message of salvation, of 
forgiveness, restoration and wholeness.  
 
We are told about in 2 Corinthians 17 ‘If 
anyone is in Christ, they are a new creation, 
the old has passed away and the new has 
come’. The time has come, the moment is 
now, this is a decisive Kairos moment where 
something of significance, some 
breakthrough is about to occur. This is a 
God time.  
 
We find in Mark’s gospel that there are 
breakthrough moments with lots of 
expectation and then there is postponement, 
and then the scene changes. There are twists 
and turns all the way. Maybe it can even 
seem if there is a postponement of 
expectation. That’s a bit like life generally. 
Discipleship is not a linear fairy story where 
everything is happy at the end of it. It’s full 
of things going on in parallel.  

The kingdom of God is basic to the gospel. 
We have this idea of the Lord reigning as 
King, like in Exodus 15, Isaiah 43. This 
sovereign reign of God is a present reality 
and a future hope. Do you really feel that 
today? That tension of the present reality of 
the Kingdom of God and a future hope? 
That same tension exists right there in the 
ministry of Jesus and it needs to exist in our 
discipleship. God is near, God present, God 
is future. It’s not a choice between future or 
present, it’s the reign of God in all things. In 
the person of Jesus, people were confronted 
with the Kingdom of God  as close as it 
could ever be. And I pray that might be so 
for my life, I want to do all to be fertile 
ground for the Kingdom. I hope you do too. 
I want to build my life upon Jesus. 
 
I like to work through the bible in a year. It’s 
quite tough going at times, I managed it in 
the end. This year I’m going to do 
something different. I’m going to be looking 
at the bible devotionally through lectio 365 
online. They have started the year with the 
beatitudes. And if you really want to be a 
disciple of Jesus Christ, then that teaching of 
Jesus is a great place to start. Perhaps I’ll let 
you know how I get on! 
 
There is a sense of frustration perhaps, Jesus 
is wandering by the shore, by the sea. As a 
person who grew up by the sea, my 
wanderings along the seashore tend to be 
rather aimless just wander along, admire the 
view and then turn back. Here Jesus is full of 
purpose, he has a chat with some common 
labourers and asks them to accompany him. 
He is gathering a people to disciple and 
teach that they might become the sharers of 
that message with others, called in everyday 
life. And that is a reminder isn’t it, God’s 
reign is not in some sort of void : it always 
assumes a people, it always assumes a 
formation of community. It is so important, 
living out our discipleship life in community. 
Simon and Andrew are called at Galilee, 
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what a beautiful place. Much of Jesus 
ministry took place here, numerous towns 
and industries near the shore, especially the 
fishing industry of course.  
 
The call of discipleship to these people was 
to break with business as usual. Perhaps I 
can ask you a question: do you ever get that 
sense that as you go deeper into your calling, 
into the ways of God that is never gonna be 
business as usual?  
 
As Jesus moves along the shore he calls, 
interrupting them at work and calling them 
to follow and to abandon their workplace. 
And we get the same sort of thing with the 
calling of Levi, don’t we? Mark doesn’t really 
say anything about the tradition that maybe 
Jesus has met these people before, read 
about that in John 1. For Mark, he wants to 
remind us of the urgency of the situation, to 
be rescued and called  as followers. At once 
they followed, they left their nets. That can 
be problematic can’t it?  
 
When we think about discipleship , for many 
of us God is not calling us to go somewhere 
else but he is in the place where we are and, 
in the things,, we do, but he is calling us to 
live lives where it is not business as usual. It 
is a deeper reordering of our lives, to allow 
our lives and worlds to be truly overturned. 
And in our turn, to overturn the existing  
order of the world – of power, privilege and 
celebrity. To point others to the reign of the 
Lord, to be like hooks for just living 
(Jeremiah, Ezekiel, Amos) and to draw them 
to the Lord.  
 
A little aside here, in the rabbinic order of 
the day it was the student who brought out 
the teacher. The student would follow the 
teacher for as long as it took for them to 
become a teacher themselves. Perhaps we 
can take that to heart and let it motivate us 
in our discipleship. This call comes from the 
teacher, from Jesus. This invitation is 

proactive from the Saviour. It disrupts and is 
uncompromising. It is never gonna be 
business as usual. The world as we know it 
comes to an end for those of us who follow 
him, it is almost like a new kingdom has 
dawned on this discipleship adventure and 
we have joined in that adventure.  
 
If you haven’t started, maybe today could be 
the day – to turn and follow Jesus Christ. 
This discipleship adventure is the heart of 
what I have been called to. I feel pretty 
inadequate to be honest. But one thing I do 
know – this adventure needs to continue 
without delay. Despite the fact that there are 
many things that seem to be on hold at the 
moment.  
 
So as our passage comes to an end, we see 
the same call to James and John. The price 
of discipleship to them is the breaking of 
some family ties and business links. Note 
that the hired hands were left the work, their 
father Zebedee is not left alone. Perhaps we 
can also be reminded that this was actually a 
bit of a business going on. The disciples of 
Jesus aren’t perhaps totally at the bottom of 
the social scale, they belong to a trade class 
but they are by no means privileged. And 
they are about to embark on a mission and 
ministry that is going to shake the entire 
world. The Roman world in particular was 
one of patronage and privilege - of getting 
up the ladder. We are called to turn that on 
its head, to be true and faithful to our 
saviour and leader Jesus. 
 
It is a bit sad to me that in parts of the 
world, there are churches today where this 
approach has been adopted. It doesn’t look 
much like Jesus to me. And that way is 
always gonna be bankrupt, read Philippians 
2 about the way in which the path and 
trajectory of Jesus subverts all those ways. 
That is the path that we are called to. And I 
know that God will be with you as you seek 
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to let these truths dwell in you and live out 
your calling.  
 
So to sum up, two words, firstly : 
immediacy, without delay. It’s the call of 
Jesus to you. You may be waiting for God, 
when really God is waiting for you. Second 
word: imminence. The kingdom is near, and 
we are to live it out in nearness to God and 
the world around us which has not come to 
an end despite our deepest fears. We are 
called to engage with the world and not flee 
from it. So I hope these words and this text 
bless you and help you today.  
 
I would like to close with a prayer. It uses 
some words from Thomas Merton. 
 
Lead me, my Lord God.  
I have no idea where I am going.  
I do not see the road ahead of me 
And I cannot know for certain  
Where it will end. 
The fact that I think I am following your will 
Does not mean that I actually am doing so 
But I believe that the desire to please you 
Does in fact please you.  
I hope that I have the desire 
In all that I am doing.  
I hope that I will never  
Do anything apart from that desire. 
I know that if I do this 
You will lead me by the right road 
Though I may know nothing about it. 
Therefore I will trust you always 
Though I seem to be lost  
And in the shadow of death 
I will not fear 
For you are with me  
And you will never leave me  
To face my perils alone. 
 
May God bless you 
Amen. 
 
 
Communion 

We gather at this table  
to celebrate Life:  
the life of God in the world,  
Jesus living in us.  
We come to remember  
the body that was broken:  
  
the hands that touched the untouchable,   
healed the hurting and did no violence;  
  
the feet that got dusty along city streets   
and at the lake’s shore;  
  
the arms that welcomed the stranger   
and loved the outcast;  
  
the legs that entered homes and synagogues   
and danced at celebrations;  
  
the eyes that blazed against injustice,   
knew how to cry  
and saw the potential in everyone;  
  
the belly that shared table   
with unexpected people   
and shook with laughter;  
  
the lips that told stories   
and painted pictures   
of a new community and a better world.  
  
ALL: This holy body  
that was broken, abused and rejected,  
we come to remember,  
for we are called to be the body of 
Christ.  
  
As you Risen Christ remember our lives, so 
we remember you.  
  
ALL: And not only at this table,  
but in our life together  
may we share your kingdom  
and remember your life in the world.  
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We thank you  
for the acceptance and kindness.  
ALL: You have transformed our shame   
into dignity and loved us into life;  
  
We thank you  
for cherishing the potential in us   
ALL:  You are calling us to be partners   
in your vision for this world.  
  
We call on your Spirit  
to come alongside us,   
  
Together may we give ourselves   
to the task of remembering you,  
of being the body of Christ,  
of living your life in this world. Amen.  
  
Share bread and wine   
   
Intercession 
 
Sadly a man died on the pavement near our 
church this week. He seems to have been a 
rough sleeper. Let us pray for him now:  
 
Dear God, we did not know this man who 
has died, but he was created by you, is 
known by you and loved by you and resting 
in your peaceful presence now.  
 
We pray for his family that they might know 
God’s comfort in grief. We pray for all those 
who are homeless and struggling with so 
many challenges mentally, physically and 
spiritually. We pray that we all might be 
sustained by the God of hope who calls us 
all his children. Amen. 
 
In our congregation, Lord please help and 
heal those who need to know your healing.  
 
In our nation, we pray for frontline NHS 
staff, grant them strength for resilience. We 
pray for teachers and parents especially 
grappling with new teaching methods with 

understaffed schools and stretched 
resources. Restore them Lord. 
 
In our world, we pray for Uganda with 
violence relating to the upcoming elections 
resulting in over 50 people dying on the 
streets. Lord please bring a safe and peaceful 
election to Uganda and assure the bereaved 
of your closeness to them.  
 
We pray for the USA ahead of the 
inauguration of Joe Biden to be president on 
the 20th. We pray for a peaceful transition of 
power. We pray for those responsible for 
security for wisdom. Lord grant America a 
new season of calm.  
 
In our lives Lord, we recognise your call to 
us to follow you with our entire being. Let 
us say this blessing prayer together:  
 
Now may these hands be the hands   
of Christ in the world,   
may they do no violence.  
May these eyes   
see those who are overlooked,  
may these ears   
listen to those who are unheard,  
may these voices   
be raised for the voiceless,  
lest our songs of praise be empty.  
May these feet   
take us where Christ leads,  
and may these hearts and minds   
be open to your Spirit.  
  
Christ has remembered us,  
may we remember Christ. Amen.     
 
 Hymn: Will you come and follow me?  
https://youtu.be/o469PRLdbHU 
 
 
 
 


