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Christ Church New 
Southgate & Friern Barnet  
1 May 2022 
__________________________________ 
 
Welcome  
 
God, our Creator and our guide, 
you call us to be your witnesses and you are 
with us as we go. 
As we gather together today,  
shine your light into our hearts 
so that we may see how we can be your 
witnesses 
in the lives that we live every day. 
Amen. 
 
Apostles Creed active  
 
ALL: We believe in God,  
(Point up) 
the Father  
(Cross two fingers from both hands) 
almighty, 
(Raise two fists) 
who sent  
(Point a finger) 
Jesus  
(Touch each palm) 
into  
(praying hands) 
the world. 
(raise hands to side) 
He came as a baby 
(rock a baby) 
Born of the holy spirit 
Was crucified,  
(Lift arms to side) 
died  
(Drop head) 
And was buried. 
(Curl up) 
On the third day 
(Hold 3 fingers up) 
He rose again from the dead 

(Raise arm up) 
He ascended into heaven 
(Lift both arms above head) 
Where he prays for us continually. 
(Praying hands) 
Praise the lord 
(Lift hands up high) 
Halleluia!  
 
 
Song: Lord, the light of your love is shining 
 
Prayer 
 
Song: Be the centre 
 
Reading: Acts 9.1-9 

9 In the meantime Saul kept up his violent 
threats of murder against the followers of 
the Lord. He went to the High Priest 2 and 
asked for letters of introduction to the 
synagogues in Damascus, so that if he 
should find there any followers of the Way 
of the Lord, he would be able to arrest them, 
both men and women, and bring them back 
to Jerusalem. 

3 As Saul was coming near the city of 
Damascus, suddenly a light from the sky 
flashed around him. 4 He fell to the ground 
and heard a voice saying to him, “Saul, Saul! 
Why do you persecute me?” 

5 “Who are you, Lord?” he asked. 

“I am Jesus, whom you persecute,” the voice 
said. 6 “But get up and go into the city, 
where you will be told what you must do.” 

7 The men who were traveling with Saul had 
stopped, not saying a word; they heard the 
voice but could not see anyone. 8 Saul got up 
from the ground and opened his eyes, but 
could not see a thing. So they took him by 
the hand and led him into Damascus. 9 For 
three days he was not able to see, and during 
that time he did not eat or drink anything. 
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Song: I lay my life down at your feet 
 
All age prayer 
 

Song: 1 I heard the voice of Jesus say, 
Sermon: The Jesus Way  

 
I was overjoyed to see that as part of the 
upcoming celebrations for 50 years of the 
URC in October, a range of promotional 
items have been produced including some 
socks. One blessed person will be able to win 
these socks in October, what a treat! The 
socks are made by an interesting little 
company called Holy socks. It was created by 
Margaret Wyllie who noticed that there are 
lots of references in the bible to feet and 
walking on the way. In this passage of Acts 9, 
there are two ‘ways’ to consider. There is ‘The 
Way’ which was the nickname for the early 
church, and the way Saul was walking on, on 
the road to Damascus.  
 
The two ways are not that different. The early 
church was known as The Way, particularly 
described by Luke across the book of Acts in 
chapters, 19,22, 24 and here in ch 9. The Way 
referred to Christianity being a way of life. It 
was how the ancient community at Qumran 
were known. This group of people were 
academics who wrote down and stored lots 
of the biblical scrolls that form our bible 
today. To be part of the group was to be a 
member and to have a shared lifestyle, or a 
way. For the earliest Christians, those who 
had met Jesus or knew the disciples, they 
were called to be part of the Way as to take 
up their cross and follow Christ. To walk in 
his ways is an old Baptist phrase, but its 
similar and reminds us of the walk Jesus did 
from heaven to earth and from birth to the 
cross, and cross to heaven again. To walk in 
the way is to follow Christ with total 
commitment, leaving all behind and seeking 
only Christ.  

 
And it is this Way that Saul hates.  
 
We first meet Saul as a member of the council 
in ch 7. We find out in ch 13.9 that he has two 
names – Saul or Paul. The religious leaders of 
the council have just heard Stephen speak and 
testify to Jesus as the son of God. He is then 
dragged outside the city and stoned. The 
people throwing the stones leave their coats 
at Paul’s feet. Then here at the beginning of 
ch 9 – Saul kept up his violent threats of 
murder against the followers of the Lord. Saul 
is a man on a mission. He hates the church, 
and is actively hunting Christians, the length 
and breath of the country and is even on an 
international mission to Damascus Syria 
when he is caught short by the Lord. 
 
For on that fateful road, Saul meets Jesus.  
 
‘As he neared Damascus on his journey, suddenly a 
light from heaven flashed around him. He fell to the 
ground and heard a voice say to him, “Saul, Saul, 
why do you persecute me?” Acts 9. 3-4’ 
 
On that way, Saul is blinded by divine light 
and glory. He hears the very voice of Christ, 
and is transformed. He was a man leading a 
group of religious hench men on a mission, 
and reduced to total vulnerability by the glory 
and revelation of God.  
 
Have you ever been on a road and wondered 
which way to turn? Have you reached a 
crossroads in your life and been unsure, to 
turn left right, straight or even turn around? 
At these moments, Christians like to pray and 
we pray for revelation. We pray for 
discernment, we pray for God’s wisdom to 
direct our lives.  
 
This story from Acts was one that people in 
my research project referred to often. I’m 
trying to understand how Baptists discern the 
mind of Christ. One participant in the project 
was Harry. Harry is a middle aged white man, 
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a solicitor who is well-educated and 
brimming with confidence. Our interview 
took place in the front room which was 
overflowing with board games, books, 
records and numerous collectable antiques in 
glass display cabinets dotted around the 
room. After sharing a lemon and ginger 
herbal infusion, I asked him ‘what does 
discernment include?’ He quipped: 
‘Damascus Road - that would be wonderful, 
in way wouldn’t it?’   
 
When churches pray to know the way, we 
yearn for discernment with revelation from 
God. Blinded by light and startled by a 
booming voice, the way forward is clear to 
those who experience revelation on the 
Damascus Road. The Damascus road 
narrative describes a place on a road where a 
human-divine encounter occurs. A place like 
this is known as an axis mundi a ‘seat of 
relations or place of meeting between God 
and the world’ (Inge, 2003, X) or as a thin 
place in Celtic spirituality (Walter, 2011, 8), 
Robinson (1997) states: ‘the holy place is seen 
as a physical location where the membrane 
between this world and a reality beyond is 
especially thin, where a transcendent reality 
impinges on the immanent (1997,1).  It shows 
a voice from heaven, revelation from above 
as seen in the Tower of Babel (Genesis 11.1-
9), to Mount Sinai (Exodus 19.18) to the 
voice of God from heaven affirming Jesus 
Christ (Luke 3.18), God’s presence is often 
understood by humanity as above the earth in 
scripture. 
 
Harry yearns for discernment that reveals a 
holy reality appearing in the ordinary. Do 
you? Do we? What is your experience of God 
speaking to you on the Way? 
 
When I was growing up, big testimonies were 
seen as very important. The worse a person 
was, the better their testimony was. And 
that’s no different to Saul is it? Saul was a bad 
man, doing all he could to be bad to the 

church and God transforms him in a dramatic 
way.  
 
The Way of the church was different to 
Saul’s. And our way is different again. We 
might yearn for revelation like the Damascus 
Road, but our experience tells us that 
discernment is not as Nell told me : ‘written 
in the sky’ and gestured the shape of a banner 
pulled by an airplane.  
 
The lived experience of seeking God on the 
way is a slow steady walk. It is walking the 
way of Christ, step by step. Asking God to 
lead us and listening for the voice of Christ 
leading us.  
 
You know God takes all that Saul was, his 
entire way of life, his drive, energy and zeal 
and flips it. He turns the biggest hater of the 
church, to its biggest fan. The God of Saul is 
the same God of all of us and the world. He 
will take our character, skills and abilities and 
flip them for his glory. He may do that in a 
dramatic fashion, you may have had a 
Damascus Road experience of the revelation 
of God. We as a church may have significant 
moments of revelation from God in leading 
us through development, appointment of 
ministers, new initiatives but there is also 
another way, the Way. But please don’t be 
discouraged if you haven’t had a Damascus 
Road moment. For the other Way is the way 
of the church. This way is a beautiful way, its 
a daily walk with God, leaning into his 
presence by prayer and in his word, step by 
step, with or without fancy socks.  
 
 
Song: Turn your eyes upon Jesus 
 
Communion 
 
Prayers for the world led by Ola Lawal 
 
The response when I say Lord in your mercy 
is Hear our prayer. 
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Lord in your mercy – Hear our prayer 
 
Loving God who created all, your word says 
ask and it shall be given. In faith we bring to 
you our prayers for the world knowing you 
hear us and that nothing is impossible for 
you.  
 
We ask that you give your church the 
strength and the courage to always reflect 
your light and love to all of your creation. 
Help the church to truly welcome all and to 
do their utmost in fulfilling your Great 
Commission. We ask for peace and the 
reassurance of your love for those who 
cannot freely worship you. We pray you 
change the hearts of stone in governments 
who forbid Christians from freely 
worshipping you, to a heart of flesh. 
Lord in your mercy --- Hear our prayer. 
 
We pray for our world which often seem to 
be dominated by the darkness of hatred, 
war, conflict, terror, pain, suffering and 
greed to be brightened afresh with your 
light, love and peace. In your miraculous 
power, de-escalate the conflict going on in 
Ukraine. Stop  the mindless loss of lives, 
livelihoods and the destruction of the 
country. Comfort the bereaved. Strengthen 
the displaced and grant them essential help. 
Grant the governments and each one of us 
the wisdom on how best to  help them. We 
remember and ask your mercy for those in 
countries where women are greatly 
disadvantaged and girls cannot be educated.  
Lord in your mercy—Hear our prayer. 
 
Compassionate God, we remember those 
who are in a dark place due to loss of a 
loved one, ill-heath, shattered livelihoods, 
broken relationships, violence or hatred 
because they are seen as different by the 
perpetrators. Shine your light in every 
darkness. Comfort the bereaved. Stretch 
your healing hands towards those suffering 
from ill-health. Grant fresh opportunities to 

those in need of new jobs. We pray that you 
soften the hearts of the intolerant ones. Help 
them to understand everyone is made in 
your image, equal in your eyes and deeply 
loved by you. 
 
In a moment of silence, let us lift up to God those we 
known that need His miraculous intervention in 
their situation.  
 
Lord in your mercy—Hear our prayer. 
God of hope, restoration and renewal, you 
know the needs of everyone here today in 
the church or watching on line. We ask you 
help each one of us with whatever we need, 
or seek according to your will. Grant us the 
wisdom and the discernment needed to 
change what we can change and the grace to 
accept what we cannot change. Help us to 
always show your light and love to everyone, 
so the dithering can turn back to you and 
more can know of you. 
 
All these we ask in the name of the  Father 
and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. Amen 
 
 
Song: Amazing grace how sweet the sound 
 
 
May the Holy Spirit empower you  
to proclaim Jesus as the Son of God,  
and may you meet the risen Christ as you 
work,  
as you journey,  
in one another, and in the world he came to 
save.  
Amen. 
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