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22 November 2020, 11am  
Christ Church New Southgate 
& Friern Barnet 
 
Please join with us to read this service 
together either in printed form, whatapp or 
via the youtube link on our website 
www.christchurchnsfb.org 
 
Each person in the church is assigned a 
deacon who will call you to see if you are 
alright in these times and to pray for you. 
Please feel free to call Ruth too if you wish – 
only happy to help! 020 8368 8157 
 

 
Welcome  
 
Psalm 139.7-16 & 1 
 
Where can I go from your Spirit? 
    Where can I flee from your presence? 
8 If I go up to the heavens, you are there; 
    if I make my bed in the depths, you 
are there. 
9 If I rise on the wings of the dawn, 
    if I settle on the far side of the sea, 
10 even there your hand will guide me, 
    your right hand will hold me fast. 
13 For you created my inmost being; 
    you knit me together in my mother’s 
womb. 
14 I praise you because I am fearfully and 
wonderfully made; 
    your works are wonderful, 
    I know that full well. 
15 My frame was not hidden from you 
    when I was made in the secret place, 
    when I was woven together in the depths 
of the earth. 
You have searched me, Lord, 
    and you know me. 
 
Hymn: I heard the voice of Jesus say  
Played by John Moriarty. 
 

1 I heard the voice of Jesus say, 
‘Come unto Me and rest; 
lay down, thou weary one, lay down 
thy head upon My breast’: 
I came to Jesus as I was, 
weary, and worn, and sad; 
I found in Him a resting-place, 
and He has made me glad. 
 
2  I heard the voice of Jesus say, 
‘Behold, I freely give 
the living water; thirsty one, 
stoop down and drink, and live’: 
I came to Jesus, and I drank 
of that life-giving stream; 
my thirst was quenched, my soul revived, 
and now I live in Him. 
 
3  I heard the voice of Jesus say, 
‘I am this dark world’s light; 
look unto Me, thy morn shall rise, 
and all thy day be bright’: 
I looked to Jesus and I found 
in Him my star, my sun; 
and in that light of life I’ll walk 
till travelling days are done. 
 

Prayer  

I am giving you worship with all my life, 
I am giving you obedience with all my 
power, 
I am giving you praise with all my strength, 
I am giving you honour with all my speech. 
I am giving you love with all my heart, 
I am giving you affection with all my sense, 
I am giving you my being with all my mind, 
I am giving you my soul, O most high and 
holy God. 
 
Praise to the Father, 
Praise to the Son, 
Praise to the Spirit, 
The Three in One. 
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Reading: Matthew 6.1-8  
“Be careful not to practice your 
righteousness in front of others to be seen 
by them. If you do, you will have no reward 
from your Father in heaven. 

2 “So when you give to the needy, do not 
announce it with trumpets, as the hypocrites 
do in the synagogues and on the streets, to 
be honoured by others. Truly I tell you, they 
have received their reward in full. 3 But when 
you give to the needy, do not let your left 
hand know what your right hand is 
doing, 4 so that your giving may be in secret. 
Then your Father, who sees what is done in 
secret, will reward you. 

5 “And when you pray, do not be like the 
hypocrites, for they love to pray standing in 
the synagogues and on the street corners to 
be seen by others. Truly I tell you, they have 
received their reward in full. 6 But when you 
pray, go into your room, close the door and 
pray to your Father, who is unseen. Then 
your Father, who sees what is done in secret, 
will reward you. 7 And when you pray, do 
not keep on babbling like pagans, for they 
think they will be heard because of their 
many words. 8 Do not be like them, for your 
Father knows what you need before you ask 
him. 

All age activity: Cracking a Top Secret Code 
Can you crack the code?  
 
A-26 B-25 C-24 D-23 E-22 F-21 G-20  
H-19 I-18 J-17 K-16 L-15 M-14 N-13 O-12 
P-11 Q-10 R-9 S-8 T-7 U-6 V-5 W-4 X-3 
Y-2 Z-1  
 
                                     9-12-12-14 
 Go into your                 _  _  _  _  
 
                                     23-12-12-9   
Close the                        _  _  _  _ 
                                    
                                    21-26-7-19-22-9 
Pray to your                  _  _  _  _  _  _  

Go into your room, close the door and pray to your 
Father. Matthew 6.6 
 
Prayer: Let’s think about our homes to pray.  
 
Think about where you sleep – Dear God 
help us all to rest well and protect those who 
do not have a safe place to sleep. 
 
Think about where you keep your clothes – 
Dear God, thank you for giving us clothes 
to wear, help us to remember that you are 
always with us. 
 
Think about where you keep your toys and 
books – Dear God thank you that we can 
still go to school in lockdown and learn and 
play with our friends. Thank you God for 
your creative power and spirit among us.  
 
Think about your window – Dear God, 
thank you God for our neighbours and our 
community. Help us to be kind to everyone. 
Amen. 
 

Sermon 

How good are you at keeping secrets? The life 
story of Alan Turing is told in the fantastic 
film – the Imitation game. It’s on Netflix 
now. In the film we learn of Turing and his 
colleagues incredible work at Bletchley Park 
with the team who finally cracked the enigma 
code in World War Two. The enigma code 
was used to send secret messages to German 
forces from their commanders.  
 
On reflection, it surprised me to learn that 
Turing’s work was still consider sensitive 
until the 1970s. The project at Bletchley Park 
was then de-classified and made public 
information. It did not surprise me however 
that as a gay man Turing fell prey to prejudice 
and an utter lack of honour which curtailed 
his life to its abrupt end in 1954. Who knows 
what else he may have achieved?  
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The secret of his work was immense. It is 
estimated that by cracking the enigma code 
he saved 14 million people’s lives as the war 
ended 2-4 years earlier than expected. 14 
million. Turing was a mathematical 
superhero. And yet for this he was never 
honoured publicly for his war work.  
 
Let us compare this kind of secret life of 
intelligence, devotion and service to the 
fictional character of Hyacinth Bucket from 
‘Keeping Up Appearances’. With Hyacinth, 
every secret is gossiped, every charitable act 
bragged about and every achievement 
paraded for all to see. She pretends to be 
demure and secretive about her good deeds 
but fails.  
 
While Hyacinth is not real, her attitudes are.  
Both in and outside the church we have lost 
the art of discretion, hard work and service. 
We have lost the art of a secret life of prayer 
and service. Ministers fall prey to this as well, 
many have been heard to boast in how many 
hours they have worked that week, how many 
books read, and meetings attended. In our life 
as a community together as a church, have we 
ever boasted about how much we know in the 
bible, how much money we give to charity, 
how long we have volunteered for? Or indeed 
how long our prayers might be?  
 
Jesus calls us out on this. He says do not give 
with trumpets, do not pray to be seen, do not 
babble on in prayer, do not make it obvious 
that you are fasting because: God rewards 
what is done in secret.  
 
In lockdown 2 we are at home again. We are 
behind closed doors. We have an opportunity 
to consider how we will spend this time now. 
We might have a more flexible routine 
because of lockdown, we might have more 
time as we’re rarely commuting for work. We 
are not able to attend church in the same way, 
so what now?  
 

Jesus is calling his followers to care about 
how things are at home, at home with God.  
 
Before Covid 19, BC, how often did we 
attend church, but not read the bible all week? 
How often did we pray before Covid 19 and 
how often do we pray now? Has our life ever 
been more about keeping up appearances 
than sustaining a real relationship with God?  
 
Our secret home lives are the ones that God 
sees. All that is unseen to the outside world, 
God sees. And he rewards those good things 
that we do in private.  
 
There was a beautiful lady at Woolwich 
Central Baptist called Linda. She was 
completely blind, in a wheelchair and had 
never married. I doubt she owned more than 
5 sets of clothes. When she died at 93, we 
discovered her secret life. Lynda had been 
bankrolling the church, she had given over 
£400 per month and then gave a substantial 
legacy, all without a word or any clue on our 
part. Linda led a beautiful life, and her ability 
to delight in quietly walking with God in 
giving, in prayer and in life was truly 
incredible.  
 
Our secret spiritual life sustains our walk with 
God, and in no other area is this more true 
than in prayer. Prayer is the very lifeblood of 
a Christian. Prayer at church is great, prayer 
on zoom or via whatsapp is wonderful. But 
prayer at home, in private, in quiet is truly the 
most glorious time in a Christians life. This is 
something that you can do for free. That you 
can start anytime and will sustain you through 
any situation.  
 
Jesus recommends the following practice:  
 
When you pray go to where you live, not on 
the street corner where everyone can see you. 
Go somewhere that is private, that is quiet.  
 
Now you may not have a private chapel in the 
grounds of your estate, but might you have a 
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quiet corner of your lounge, kitchen, spare 
room? When I was at college, I used to sit in 
one particular armchair for prayer, always. It 
helped me focus. On the slightly warmer 
days, is there somewhere outside you could 
go? Perch on the back doorstep? Take a 
blanket and a hot cup of tea. Find space in 
your home to pray on your own. 
 
Close the door – remove distractions from 
around you, focus on this time with God.  
You may find it difficult to find somewhere 
quiet in your home, so how about getting up 
early before everyone else, or going to bed 
early for some peace. Take a walk and find a 
quiet bench to rest on.  
 
It is important I think that we spend at least 
some of our time in prayer in silence. When I 
first started to pray in silence, I hated it. But I 
felt God calling me to do it, so I persevered. 
The only way I succeeded was to pray in 
silence for just 5 minutes before my favourite 
soap opera at the time - Neighbours - came 
on the telly.  
 
And then gradually I built up 6, 7, 8  minutes 
in silence. Less words Jesus says. In silence 
we come to listen to God, to hear a reply to 
our prayer. We are taken up with the Spirit 
and begin to come into the rhythm on God’s 
plan and purpose for the world. In silence we 
allow God to speak to us, we afford him some 
airtime. And this change of pace will alter 
how we approach all manner of things, it will 
hopefully allow us to see his kingdom grow 
and notice God at work.  
 
Jesus recommends the following prayer :  
‘Our father in heaven…’ 
A prayer that begins in worship of God. A 
first line that recognises, God is not my God 
but our father. We pray to our father who is 
also the father of the world. His name is holy. 
All that he does is holy. He is holy. 
We are to pray that his kingdom might come. 
That we might see him at work in the world. 
As we pray that prayer, surely, we begin to 

open our eyes and look for him at work. To 
hear the spirit of God prompting us in prayer 
to move, act, love, change, serve.  
 
We need to pray like this in private, we need 
to pray to our father for he is the one who 
will save us by his son. And when our prayer 
life resembles the Lord’s prayer, when our 
secret prayer life becomes focussed on him 
first and our daily needs second then God will 
reward us. He will reward us by drawing us 
into his life, by seeing the world in a new way, 
by giving hope where there seems none, by 
bringing peace, healing and love where only 
pain existed.  
 
According to the Imitation Game film, the 
key to cracking the enigma code was noticing 
a pattern. One of the women working as 
message receivers at Bletchley Park 
mentioned to Turing that her sender always 
started a message in the same way. The 
message would begin with just two words – a 
4 letter and then a 6 letter which Turing 
realised meant ‘Heil Hitler’ and so the end of 
the tyrannical reign of Nazism began to 
crumble. Thank God for Turing’s brilliance 
and service to the UK. 
 
The secret to walking the Christian life is a 
repeating word but it’s very different of 
course. It is prayer, prayer, prayer.  
 
In our homes today, let God reward you for 
your secret spiritual life. Let God reward us, 
let God say well done good and faithful 
servants, let God honour us for the time we 
have spent with him in simplicity, faith and 
prayer. May this secret life of prayer sustain 
us, nurture us and help us as we walk the 
journey of life with God.  
 
Silence 
Prayer led by Chinaka  
Lord, You have always given bread for the 

coming day; and though I am poor, today I 
believe. 
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Lord, You have always given strength for 

the coming day; and though I am weak, 
today I believe. 
 
Lord, You have always given peace for the 

coming day; and though of anxious heart, 
today I believe. 
 

Lord, You have always kept  me safe in 

trials;  and now, tried as I am, today I 
believe. 
 
Lord, You have always marked the road for 

the coming day; and though it may be 

hidden, today I believe. 
 
Lord, You have always lightened this 

darkness of mine; and though the night 

comes, today I believe. 
 
Lord, You have always spoken when time 
was ripe; and though you be silent now, 
today I believe. 
 
Notices  
 
Christ Church Christmas Appeal 
Every year we collect toys and money for 
food hampers for our local Family Resource 
Centre at Christmas time. This year we are 
collecting money for Tesco Gift vouchers to 
send onto the centre. Families will then be 
able to buy gifts or food as they wish. Please 
consider if you can give to this appeal. If you 
are able to please drop your donation to 
Anthea’s house – her address is in our 
directory. We will deliver the vouchers on 
the 14th of December. If we are back in 
church by then, we can collect at church too.  
 
Advent Candles  
For Advent this year with so many  
unknowns, each family will receive an 
Advent candle and daily readings. Advent 
candles are a beautiful way to remind us of 
God’s light in the darkness of winter and in 

these Covid 19 days. Please do let me know 
if you have not received one by next Sunday. 
 
 
Blessings based on Ephesians 6  
May God the Father  
and Lord Jesus Christ  
give to all of us,  
peace and love with faith.  
May God’s grace be  
with all those who love 
the Lord Jesus Christ 
 
Secret Place – Phil Wickham 
https://youtu.be/Wnf4X86iylY 
 
Where will you run, my soul  
Where will you go when wells run dry  
When the wind starts to blow  
How you gonna keep this flame alive  
 
In the fading light when night is breaking  
I know You will always be waiting  
You'll always be there I'm running to the 
secret place  
Where You are, where You are I sing to You 
of all the ways  
You stole my heart, stole my heart  
Better is a moment that I spend with You 
Than a million other days away I'm running, 
I'm running I'm running to the secret place  
 
You are my only hope  
You are the Rock on which I stand  
You will not let me go  
I know that I am safe  
inside Your hands  
 
Hands are lifted high,  
hearts awake to life  
We are satisfied here with  
You, here with You  
 
Chains will hit the floor,  
broken lives restored  
We couldn't ask for more  
here with You, here with You  

https://youtu.be/Wnf4X86iylY
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