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Christ Church New 
Southgate & Friern Barnet  
 
27 February 2022 
__________________________________ 
 
Welcome 
 
Song: Look up to the skies, see all that’s  
 
Reading: Exodus 34.29  
 
29 Moses came down from Mount Sinai. As 
he came down from the mountain with the 
two tablets of the covenant in his hand, 
Moses did not know that the skin of his face 
shone because he had been talking with 
God.  
 
God of all light, 
through whose Son Jesus Christ 
our lives have been rescued  
from the power of darkness  
and transferred into 
the kingdom of your beloved Son, 
 
we give you praise  
that you have enabled us 
to share in the inheritance of the saints  
in the eternal light of glory. 
 
We give you thanks  
for the hope you have set in our hearts 
and the pathway to the light 
upon which you have set our feet dancing. 
 
Help us this day  
to walk in the light of your Spirit  
as we seek to live for your glory.  
In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen.  
 
 
Song: Lord, the light of your love is shining 
 

Prayer 
 
 
Song: 1 I heard the voice of Jesus say, 
 
God, thank you that, as we journey with you, 
you are transforming us. 
Thank you for the mountaintop experiences 
as well as the everyday journeys. 
We ask to know your presence and your 
power 
as we live each day for you. 
Amen. 
 
Reading: Luke 9.28-36 
 
28 Now about eight days after these sayings 
Jesus took with him Peter and John and 
James, and went up on the mountain to 
pray. 29 And while he was praying, the 
appearance of his face changed, and his 
clothes became dazzling white. 30 Suddenly 
they saw two men, Moses and Elijah, talking 
to him. 31 They appeared in glory and were 
speaking of his departure, which he was 
about to accomplish at Jerusalem. 32 Now 
Peter and his companions were weighed 
down with sleep; but since they had stayed 
awake, they saw his glory and the two men 
who stood with him. 33 Just as they were 
leaving him, Peter said to Jesus, “Master, it is 
good for us to be here; let us make three 
dwellings, one for you, one for Moses, and 
one for Elijah”—not knowing what he 
said. 34 While he was saying this, a cloud 
came and overshadowed them; and they 
were terrified as they entered the 
cloud. 35 Then from the cloud came a voice 
that said, “This is my Son, my Chosen; listen 
to him!” 36 When the voice had spoken, Jesus 
was found alone. And they kept silent and in 
those days told no one any of the things they 
had seen. 
 
All age activity : Friern Barnet Map 
Challenge 
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When was each map made?  
What has stayed the same or changed?  
What can we learn from change?  
 
Prayer 
 
Song: Turn your eyes upon Jesus 
 
Sermon: Part 1 Rev. Ros Lyle 
 
TAKE OFF YOUR SHOES.. 
 
The story of Jesus on the mountain – his face 
changed, his clothes bright as a flash of 
lightning is a real kind of ‘take off your shoes 
‘ moment.  Light and glory and cloud and a 
heavenly voice. We are on holy ground – in 
the very presence of God.  Time to take off 
our shoes. 
 
So what is happening ?  
 
It is important to notice where this all 
happened.  Where was Jesus? 
 
Up a mountain.  We are not a hundred 
percent sure which precise mountain but that 
doesn’t actually matter – the main thing is – 
it’s up a mountain.  For through the biblical 
tradition, sometimes the mention of a 
mountain is like a road warning sign – 
something is going to happen, God is going 
to show up, a very holy moment is about to 
take place. 
 
Just some examples – Moses on Mt Sinai 
where he meets God and comes down the 
mountain with his face glowing.  Mt Sinai 
where he receives the 10 commandments. 
And even long before that it was on Mt 
Horeb that he first encountered God in the 
burning bush. 
 
Then Elijah with the prophets of Baal at Mt 
Carmel – calling down fire and showing God 
was in charge. And after he has fled in fear of 
his life from the king, he goes up the 

mountain and there, after wind, earthquake 
and fire God speaks to him in a still small 
voice. 
 
Jesus – and the Sermon on the Mount – 
declaring the new Law. 
 
Many other instances. 
 
The mountain is a place to encounter God 
and Luke tells us that is indeed what 
happened that day.  God was truly present. ‘A 
take off your shoes’ moment. 
 
Who was present ? 
 
Jesus, Peter, James and John 
 
The inner group of the disciples.  They are 
there but they are sleepy.  A bit like in the 
garden of Gethsemane. 
 
Then whilst Jesus was praying his face 
changed and his clothes shone – the 
Transfiguration we call it.  While this 
happened he was joined by Old Testament 
royalty – Moses and Elijah.  Neither 
strangers to mountains. 
 
Moses in his day  - the go – between between 
people and God. The liberator, the lawgiver.  
The man with the shining face. Moses here to 
represent the precious covenant, relationship 
between God and God’s people.  
 
And Elijah – the prophet who spoke God’s 
truth to power, who too encountered God in 
the most intimate way.  Elijah who did great 
things not just in Israel but saw his ministry 
as going beyond that boundary. 
 
Luke is telling us that their very presence 
points to who Jesus is and what he will 
accomplish.  He is part of the great story of 
the relationship between God and people. A 
story that he will take further.   This is a 
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moment shimmering with shared history and 
hope. 
 
What happened 
 
Moses, Elijah and Jesus discuss Jesus’s 
departure and destiny – his death.  The greek 
word  that Luke uses for departure is exodus.  
Connecting Jesus’s death and passion with 
the saving acts of God in Exodus when 
Moses led the children of Israel out of slavery.  
Jesus will fulfil what Moses began by leading 
people out of captivity and oppression.  
Through Jesus, people will come to know 
God, experience redeeming love, God’s 
kingdom and abundant life. 
 
Conversation over, the disciples shake 
themselves awake and see Moses and Elijah 
leaving and Jesus absolutely blazing with 
glory.  In the face of the holy, at the moment 
of taking off the shoes, confronted with 
mystery Peter feels the need to do something 
and offers to build three wee shelters for 
Moses, Elijah and Jesus.  And what a human 
moment in the gospel when Luke feels the 
need to explain it and puts in brackets in the 
text – ‘he did not know what he was saying’. 
 
And now the shining light is overtaken by 
cloud and it covers them causing them to be 
afraid.  Cloud is another sign of the presence 
of God in scriptures and indeed God is 
present here.  A voice comes from the cloud 
saying “This is my Son, whom I have chosen; 
listen to him.” 
 
There are surely echoes of Jesus baptism 
here.  Jesus praying and a voice coming from 
heaven. 
If you were here when Ruth preached on that 
earlier in the year, you may remember she got 
us to memorise the text describing the 
baptism – Remember it? 
 
‘A voice came from heaven ‘ You are my Son 
whom I love.  With you I am well pleased.’ 

 
Notice the difference in today’s text      ‘A 
voice comes from the cloud saying “This is 
my Son, whom I have chosen; listen to him.”  
 
This is a message from God not just for Jesus 
but for the disciples. No longer ‘you are my 
Son’ but ‘this is my Son.’   
 
The story of the transfiguration confirms 
Jesus identity as the Son of God.  More than 
that, it endows him with authority – Listen to 
him. 
 
Luke comes from a tradition where God was 
understood to be in cloud and fire and light. 
Many years after the event, he records this 
story to make sure that His readers know how 
special Jesus is.  Look at this Jesus, he says to 
us he is so close to God he is lit up by it,  He 
is connected to our special prophets who 
knew God and they have come to confirm 
him and pass on the baton.  God is not 
finished with his people.  The Exodus, the 
journey to the new way of life and being is not 
over.  Jesus will lead us all to a better place. 
Jesus shows us God in all his wonder and 
glory – listen to him. 
 
Song: Be still for the presence of the Lord 
 
Sermon: Part 2 Rev Ros Lyle 
 
One time long ago, I met an author that I 
really admired.  She was a feminist theologian 
and through her writings, had really 
influenced me and opened my mind up.  I 
didn’t just meet her – I, with some others, 
went for a meal with her.  You would have 
thought that I would have loved that.  The 
opportunity to converse and ask questions 
and learn more.  Sadly, that did not happen.  
I was too overwhelmed, too much in awe to 
be able to contribute anything meaningful to 
the conversation.  As I remember, I made one 
stupid comment and couldn’t quite explain 
what I meant.  In the face of what I thought 
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was awesome and wonderful I really made a 
fool of myself.  Maybe you have experienced 
something similar when you met someone 
you admired or filled a moment that should 
have been silent by saying something silly. 
 
So I look at this story of the Transfiguration 
and I can really understand poor Peter who in 
the moment, in the face of something really 
awe inspiring, wants to start building shelters.  
Contain glory, make it manageable. 
 
One method of bible study is to look at a 
passage and see all the characters and see   
who we might be in that story, who we might 
identify with.   Sometimes that is quite 
difficult to do but in this story I don’t think 
so – we are not Moses or Elijah or Jesus or 
indeed God.  If we are anyone, we are likely 
to be the sleepy, frightened disciples who 
want to hold on to the moment but at the 
same time control it a bit, so they are not 
overwhelmed. 
 
So what can we take from this ? In the midst 
of all this light and glory; in the midst of fear 
and inadequacy; in the midst of the cloud of 
unknowing, God speaks.  This is my Son – 
Listen to him. 
 
This in the midst of all that is going on, is at 
the heart of the passage.  This is the word that 
will help us to come close to God. This is my 
son – listen to him. 
 
It is an awesome thing when we experience a 
mysterious depth of life that we can only 
describe as sacred or holy, when our breath is 
taken away by a sense of being in the presence 
of God, when all we can do is to take our 
shoes off and be silent. And in that silence let 
us remember the words ‘this is my son.  
Listen to him.’  For like the disciples we too 
cannot stay on the mountain forever.  We 
have to come back down to everyday living 
and it is by listening to Jesus that we can light 

up the world so that others may know the 
love of God and their lives be transfigured. 
 
It may be though, like the disciples we are 
overawed by the light and glory and 
splendour, that we struggle at times to know 
how to respond to all that God is, that we 
have lost that sense of wonder, that first love. 
Still God speaks to us, as he did to Peter and 
James and John, and says ‘listen to Jesus’. 
 
For Jesus can help us to understand more of 
God and show us how to live as God would 
have us live. 
 
What do we hear when we listen to Jesus? 
 
When Jesus is speaking to people and they ask 
him about how it is in God’s kingdom, he tells 
them stories about their own lives – like the 
one about a son who squanders his 
inheritance but is still welcomed lovingly back 
into his father’s arms. When they want him to 
explain something about God, he often asks 
them a question.  He could have told them 
very often what they should think but instead 
he tells them what to do ‘Follow me’  Wash 
feet.  Give your things away. Forgive. Pray for 
those who are out to get you. Do this in 
remembrance of me. ’ 
 
Sometimes the words are difficult, sometimes 
reassuring, sometimes challenging but these 
words are still for now – for real life in the 
real world for it is here in our everyday that 
we will come closer to God. 
 
I wonder if we might take a moment to think 
of some of the words of Jesus and see what 
what they are saying to us or asking of us now 
in our lives. 
 
Chosen absolutely at random 
 
But seek first God’s kingdom and his 
righteousness, and all these things will be 
given to you as well. 
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I have come that they may have life, and that 
they may have it more abundantly.  
 
“For God loved the world so much that he 
gave his one and only Son, so that everyone 
who believes in him will not perish but have 
eternal life.  
“Love your enemies! Pray for those who 
persecute you!  
 
Keep on asking, and you will receive what you 
ask for.  
 
With mortals this is impossible, but with God 
all things are possible.”  
 
Whoever wants to be a leader among you 
must be your servant. 
 
Don’t worry about tomorrow, for tomorrow 
will bring its own worries.  
 
You must love the Lord your God with all 
your heart, all your soul, and all your mind.’ 
This is the first and greatest commandment. 
A second is equally important: ‘Love your 
neighbour as yourself.’   
 
“If any of you wants to be my follower, you 
must turn from your selfish ways, take up 
your cross, and follow me.  
 
Peace be with you! As the Father has sent me, 
I am sending you.”  
 
Those who are well have no need of a doctor; 
but they that are sick. I came not to call the 
righteous, but sinners.”  
 
Come to me, all you that are weary and are 
carrying heavy burdens, and I will give you 
rest.  
  
Let your light shine before others, that they 
may see your good deeds and glorify your 
Father in heaven. 
 

And so as we celebrate God in all God’s 
awesome light and glory, we rejoice that we 
are brought close to the love of God by Jesus 
who speaks to us today and calls us to follow, 
who tells us that we are loved and valued, 
forgiven and saved.  He asks us to follow him, 
to share God’s love, to grow gentler towards 
other people’s human weakness, to practise 
forgiveness, to learn to love more deeply, 
help mend the world. To let our light shine. 
And therein lies much glory. 
 
 
Prayers for the world 
 
Song: Christ be the light 
 
Blessing  
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