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Welcome 
 
Song: Praise is rising 
 
Prayer 
 
Song: Nothing's too big, big, big  
 
Reading: Psalm 71.1-6 
 
Response line: You are my hope, O Lord. 
You   Index finger point up. 
are my hope,   Fingers crossed (both hands). 
O Lord.   2 index fingers point upwards. 
 
1 In you, Lord, I have taken refuge; 
    let me never be put to shame. 
You are my hope, O Lord. 
 
2 In your righteousness, rescue me and 
deliver me; 
    turn your ear to me and save me. 
You are my hope, O Lord. 
 
3 Be my rock of refuge, 
    to which I can always go; 
give the command to save me, 
    for you are my rock and my fortress. 
You are my hope, O Lord. 
 
4 Deliver me, my God, from the hand of the 
wicked, 
    from the grasp of those who are evil and 
cruel. 
You are my hope, O Lord. 
5 For you have been my 
hope, Sovereign Lord, 
    my confidence since my youth. 
You are my hope, O Lord. 

6 From birth I have relied on you; 
    you brought me forth from my mother’s 
womb. 
    I will ever praise you. 
You are my hope, O Lord. 
   
Song: There's a love that seeks us 
 
Reading: 1 Corinthians 13.1-13 by Tosan Adjene 
 
If I speak in the tongues of men or of 
angels, but do not have love, I am only a 
resounding gong or a clanging cymbal. 2 If I 
have the gift of prophecy and can fathom all 
mysteries and all knowledge, and if I have a 
faith that can move mountains, but do not 
have love, I am nothing. 3 If I give all I 
possess to the poor and give over my body 
to hardship that I may boast, but do not 
have love, I gain nothing. 
 
4 Love is patient, love is kind. It does not 
envy, it does not boast, it is not proud. 5 It 
does not dishonour others, it is not self-
seeking, it is not easily angered, it keeps no 
record of wrongs. 6 Love does not delight in 
evil but rejoices with the truth. 7 It always 
protects, always trusts, always hopes, always 
perseveres. 
 
8 Love never fails. But where there are 
prophecies, they will cease; where there are 
tongues, they will be stilled; where there is 
knowledge, it will pass away. 9 For we know 
in part and we prophesy in part, 10 but 
when completeness comes, what is in part 
disappears. 11 When I was a child, I talked 
like a child, I thought like a child, I reasoned 
like a child. When I became a man, I put the 
ways of childhood behind me. 12 For now 
we see only a reflection as in a mirror; then 
we shall see face to face. Now I know in 
part; then I shall know fully, even as I am 
fully known. 
 
13 And now these three remain: faith, hope 
and love. But the greatest of these is love. 
 



 
All age: Playdough prayers 
 
Make a shape with dough or clay that 
represents:  1/ something you love doing – 
thank God for it 2/ a person you love and 
who loves us – thank God for this person 
 
Make a heart shape and pray for someone 
who needs to know God’s love today. 

 

Song: Love divine, all loves excelling,  
 

Sermon: Seeing God face to face 
 
1 Corinthians 13.12: What we see now is like 
a dim image in a mirror, then we shall see 
face to face. 
 
In the pandemic we have learnt lots of new 
things, how to cut our own hair, how to 
stream church services, and how to use 
Zoom. We have thanked God for technology 
and rightly so for now even as we stream this 
service we are connected in ways that we 
could never imagined before covid. And yet 
living through lockdown restrictions taught 
us one thing : a zoom meeting is not the same 
as a meeting face to face. In an online 
meeting, it’s very easy to feel tired for seeing 
an image of face is not the same as seeing a 
real face. It is but a poor dim image. When we 
see an image of face on the computer, our 
brain starts to try and look for other signals 
like body language, blinking, smell even. 
When it can’t find it, it keeps whizzing back 
and forth and makes us tired. It gives us zoom 
fatigue. Tired for looking for social clues that 
we normally get when we speak face to face 
with someone else.  
 
This part of the bible was written to a church 
in city called Corinth, where Corinthians live. 
This church was a grumpy church, a church 
divided by seemingly small matters – 
hairstyles for women, gender roles – not so 
small, how to have communion and over the 

use of spiritual gifts. It is worrying that some 
parts of the Christian church are still arguing 
about these things. To this church, Paul calls 
order. Paul says love must be your way, love 
must shape and direct your life as individuals 
and as a body for you are the body of Christ. 
Paul calls them to love and reminds them that 
everything else is temporary or partial. Or to 
use the local produce – like a Corinthian 
bronze mirror – not an accurate image. The 
knowledge that we have about God is like a 
dim reflection in a dodgy mirror. We can still 
discern his shape, his calling and his love for 
us. But this is not all there is.  
 
I went to a meeting last week. Only in these 
days do you know what that means. I went to 
a real meeting, with real people and real 
coffee in a real place and it was joyous. For 
too long we’ve had to make meetings work 
online, and difference was incredible. 
Imagine just for one moment what it will be 
like then to meet with God face to face. All 
that we know about God, all that we know 
already of his extravagant love, outrageous 
grace and overwhelming power and mercy, is 
but a dim image of the truly glory of God. 
Moses saw a tiny bit of God’s face and his 
face was shining like a lamp for ages. Seeing 
God face to face, is meeting with the God 
who knows us intimately. The God who 
knows us from our creation in our mother’s 
womb, who knows every hair on our heads 
and knows the thoughts and desires of our 
heart.  
 
When we meet with God face to face, we 
meet God’s saving power, love and self-hood 
revealed. When we meet face to face we are 
transformed and suddenly our sense of who 
God is overwhelming and a complete 
revelation. We are known by God totally, 
every single part. God understands our jumpy 
eyelid, our twitchy toe and he loves us 
completely. God understands our frailties and 
our failures and loves us completely. Might 
we then stop worrying about how we look in 
the mirror, how other people look in the 



mirror and instead follow a different way – a 
way of love. Love that never ends, love that 
doesn’t give up, love that creates, sends, loves 
and creates again. Love that brings the son of 
God to this world, love that brings him to the 
cross, love that lifts him up from the grave 
and that same love that brings us all new life.   
 
For in our new life with Christ, we see in part 
but a dim reflection of the sheer glory of God, 
looking forward to the great day when we can 
see his glory face to face.  
 

Song: O My Soul, arise and bless  

 

All age: Mirror reflection activity 
 
At home, please find a metal spoon, or shiny 
object to look at your reflection.  
 
What do you see in your small mirror card?  
 
Children - please try and draw your picture 
from the card. We might look a bit strange 
in this mirror, but God knows the real us 
and loves us totally. 
 
Adults – what do you see of God’s glory and 
love reflected in your life? Do you see 
patience in our church and in our lives? Are 
we always kind? What aspect of love will 
help us to see more clearly? Write a prayer 
for love to transform your life and our life as 
a church.  
 
 
Intercession 
 
Father, we pray for all  
who are lacking in love;  
for those who do not receive  
the love they need;  
for those who cannot show love to others.  
Shine your love upon us, Lord,  
so that we might reflect 

it out into the world.  
Help us to live your love in our actions,  
especially towards those  
we find hard to love.  
As we bring before you those who are sick 
in body or mind,  
or bereaved, or lonely, or lost,  
we pray that you will enable us to share love  
that is appropriate –  
the right kind of love  
for the person in their situation.  
So, may love be the force that drives us,  
and the power that binds us.  
Amen. 

 

Song: There is a redeemer 

Blessing  
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