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Welcome  
 
Welcome to our service today at Christ 
Church NSFB. Happy Pentecost!  
 
A wind from God blew over  
the face of the waters, 
And the voice of God  
spoke from a burning bush, 
 
Jesus breathed peace on the disciples, 
And the Spirit of God,  
like little flames, 
rested on all who gathered. 
 
So God’s Spirit moves among us this day. 
Let us worship God. 
 
Song: Let everything that has breath  
 
Song: There is a redeemer 
 
Reading: Acts 2.1-12  
 
2 When the day of Pentecost came, they 
were all together in one place. 2 Suddenly a 
sound like the blowing of a violent wind 
came from heaven and filled the whole 
house where they were sitting. 3 They saw 
what seemed to be tongues of fire that 
separated and came to rest on each of 
them. 4 All of them were filled with the Holy 
Spirit and began to speak in other tongues as 
the Spirit enabled them. 

5 Now there were staying in Jerusalem God-
fearing Jews from every nation under 
heaven. 6 When they heard this sound, a 
crowd came together in bewilderment, 

because each one heard their own language 
being spoken. 7 Utterly amazed, they asked: 
‘Aren’t all these who are speaking 
Galileans? 8 Then how is it that each of us 
hears them in our native 
language? 9 Parthians, Medes and Elamites; 
residents of Mesopotamia, Judea and 
Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia, 10 Phrygia and 
Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of Libya 
near Cyrene; visitors from Rome 11 (both 
Jews and converts to Judaism); Cretans and 
Arabs – we hear them declaring the wonders 
of God in our own tongues!’ 12 Amazed and 
perplexed, they asked one another, ‘What 
does this mean?’ 

 

Song: Fire of God refine us 

 
All age activity: Holy Spirit wind chime 

Kids: Create a wind chime using red, orange 
and yellow flame shapes, bells or dried pasta. 

Adults: Look up one of the following verses. 
What do you think it teaches us about the 
Spirit? Write your thoughts down and pray 
asking for the Spirit to lead and empower 
you. 

John 14.26 26 But the Advocate, the Holy 
Spirit, whom the Father will send in my 
name, will teach you all things and will 
remind you of everything I have said to you. 
 



Acts 1.8 8 But you will receive power when 
the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will 
be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all 
Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the 
earth.” 

John 14.16-17 16 And I will ask the Father, 
and he will give you another advocate to 
help you and be with you forever— 17 the 
Spirit of truth. The world cannot accept 
him, because it neither sees him nor knows 
him. But you know him, for he lives with 
you and will be[c] in you.  
 
Romans 8.26-27 26 In the same way, the 
Spirit helps us in our weakness. We do not 
know what we ought to pray for, but the 
Spirit himself intercedes for us through 
wordless groans.27 And he who searches our 
hearts knows the mind of the Spirit, because 
the Spirit intercedes for God’s people in 
accordance with the will of God. 
 
Romans 8.16 16 The Spirit himself testifies 
with our spirit that we are God’s children. 
 
John 16.13 3 But when he, the Spirit of 
truth, comes, he will guide you into all the 
truth. He will not speak on his own; he will 
speak only what he hears, and he will tell you 
what is yet to come.  
 

Prayer 

 

Sermon: Wind of the Spirit 
 
Imagine this film scene: you are inside a 
spooky house, its dark, raining and suddenly 
the lights go out – what happens next? How 
about this one: it’s a glorious hot summer day, 
late afternoon, a handsome student finds a 
beautiful new student lost on campus – what 
happens next? Imagine you are a converted 
Jew, part of the early church and you are 
waiting for God to speak. Then you hear 
something like a gale blowing and see fire 
appear – what happens next?   

Every Jewish person in that room and hearing 
the story knows what happens next. When 
you hear wind and see fire: God speaks. Why? 
There is a key moment of revelation for 
Moses at Mount Sinai in Exodus 20, where 
the sound of a trumpet blasts, where there is 
smoke and God speaks, God gives the people 
of God the law – the 10 commandments. In 
the bible whenever wind and fire appear, God 
is around the corner. God is about to act in a 
spectacular way.  
 
Wind and breath are the same word in Greek 
and Hebrew, when God breathes life into 
Adam the Spirit is present. When the wind 
swirls at Mount Sinai with Moses, the Spirit is 
present. When Ezekiel prophesies, God’s 
breath brings new life in the desert. When 
Nicodemus seeks Jesus, he is told of the Spirit 
that blows where it wishes for all who seek 
new life. The sound like wind heard on that 
day is a reminder of God’s great power, and 
of his untamed nature. Every day the wind 
blows rubbish into our garden, its something 
about how the road falls. I used to think 
someone had left an empty crisp packet there 
on purpose. But no – it’s the wind and it 
blows wherever and however it wishes. 
 
How does the sound of wind and the breath 
of the spirit help us to understand Pentecost?  
Well the sound of the wind sets the scene, it 
told those present, those reading it later on 
and us today that something is about to 
happen. A supernatural sound gives a tense 
of anticipation for what it is to come.  
 
But it is the breath of the Spirit that 
transforms the world. For as heaven opens, 
and the spirit is poured out on the believers, 
it gives breath to their mouths, and new 
words to their speech. This is not a moment 
of private revelation. This is not when each 
of us spend some ‘quiet time’ with the lord. 
No, no, no, this is a noisy, unruly and chaotic 
scene where every safety net is ripped away 
and the spirit gives fresh words, fresh hope 
and fresh vision to the church. It is the time 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+14-16&version=NIV#fen-NIV-26686c


when every person receives the holy spirit. 
Hearing the Spirit speak is not a solo sport. 
Hearing the Spirit speak is not an individual 
task. Hearing the Spirit speak is the role of the 
church.  
 
As Baptists and United Reformed church 
people, we seek the Spirit together every time 
we gather to the discern the mind of Christ at 
the Church Meeting. This is what it really 
means to be part of the body of Christ, to 
turn up and pray together. To turn up and be 
together in one place – pandemic aside – to 
turn up and listen for the wind of the Spirit.  
  
At Pentecost, God sends the Holy Spirit to all 
the believers gathered in one place. At 
Pentecost, the sound like wind is about to 
shake the earth and break open the doors of 
the place where they were. It’s about to push 
them outside and spring open the believers’ 
mouths. The Spirit is about to enable them all 
to speak languages that they do not know all 
for the glory of God, all so that the crowds 
can hear about the good news of God.  
 
I wonder what might the Spirit say to us now? 
Where might the wind blow, and to what is 
the Spirit giving new life? May we not fear 
winds of change, times when mouths are 
suddenly opened and speak afresh for this is 
when we hear the Spirit speak all for the glory 
of God and when the world can hear how 
very good it is to know the God of new life.  
 
Song: Holy Spirit 
 
Communion 
 
Prayers for the world  led by Ola Lawal 
 
Song: Breathe on me  
 
Blessing 
 
God of wind and fire, 
as your Spirit was poured out 
upon the first disciples,  

by your love, rest upon us 
as upon all your Church. 
 
Enlarge our dreams, 
and enthuse our minds, 
inspire our faith  
and empower our resolve, 
that growing  
in the likeness of Christ, 
we may be unafraid to live this day  
to your praise and glory. 
Amen  
 
 
 
 
 
 


