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DIARY FOR JULY & AUGUST 2019 

 

JULY 

 

Tues. 2nd    4.15 p.m. Rainbows  (every Tues. until 16th July)    

 5.15 p.m.  Brownies  (   “        “         “         “      )  

                 7.15 p.m. Guides      (   “        “         “         “      ) 
 

Wed. 3rd     7.45 p.m. Grapevine – in the Sanctuary 

  

Thurs. 4th  5.20 p.m. Beavers      (every Thurs. until break)         

 6.15 p.m. Cub Scouts (   “        “         “        “   )  

 7.00 p.m.  Scouts         (   “        “         “        “   ) 

 6.45 p.m.  URC Communion Training – in the Parlour 

  (booking required)   
 

Sun. 7th   Mission Sunday – please bring Mission boxes 

  Allister Duncan     

 11.00 a.m.  Morning Worship & Junior Church 
                  

Thurs. 11th 2.00 p.m. Women’s Club - Games Afternoon 
 

Sun. 14th   Roger Day       

 11.00 a.m.  Morning Worship – All Age Service 

 

Tues. 16th  1.30 p.m.  Development Group Meeting – in the Parlour 
 

Wed. 17th   7.45 p.m. Grapevine – in the Sanctuary 
 

Sun. 21st   Dave Crispin     

 11.00 a.m. Morning Worship, Communion & Junior Church 

 

Wed. 24th  8.00 p.m.  Deacons Meeting – in the Parlour 

 

Thurs. 25th 2.00 p.m.  Women’s Club – trip out for afternoon tea 

  

Sun. 28th      Rev. Ruth Moriarty 

 11.00 a.m. Morning Worship & Junior Church 

  followed by “Bring & Share” lunch at the Manse 



AUGUST 

 

Sun. 4th   Rev. Ruth Moriarty 

 11.00 a.m. Morning Worship – All Age Service 

 
Sun. 11th   Rev. Ruth Moriarty 

 11.00 a.m. Morning Worship – All Age Service 

 

Sun. 18th   Rev. Ruth Moriarty 

 11.00 a.m. Morning Worship & Communion 

  – All Age Service 

 

Sun. 25th   Mrs Diana Bensted 

 11.00 a.m.  Morning Worship – All Age Service 
 

SEPT. 
 

Sun. 1st   9 a.m.-10.15  Prayer Meeting 

  Mrs Ola Lawal 

 11.00 a.m. Morning Worship                

 

****************** 

PASTORAL LETTER  
 

Dear Fellow Members and Friends, 

I suppose everyone today is familiar with the 

telephone, which in many ways is a boon, 

although when, as often happens, ours rings 

while we are having a meal, we are inclined to 

regard it as something else. 

 

There was a period in our house when 

conversation centred very largely around 

telephone apparatus and exchange systems, 

and although I make no claim to technical knowledge, I did learn what 

happens when one ‘lifts the receiver and listens‘ and how it is that when 

one ‘twiddles the dial’ the subscriber the other end receives the call – 

unless of course the number is engaged. 



We rightly regard our telecommunications system as one of the 

achievements of this scientific age, but whereas this is costly and 

commercial, the ‘telecommunication system’ which God set up for the 

benefit of His children is available to all, without fee or rental, requires 

no expensive apparatus, and is not subject to breakdown or interference.  

Nor does the caller ever get a ‘number engaged’ response – I am referring 

of course to prayer. 

 

The wonderful thing about prayer is that one may pray at any time and 

in any place; not only in the Church building, or at a devotional meeting, 

or in the privacy of one’s room, but anywhere.  There is, however, a 

special value and Power in the prayer of Believers gathered together 

 

One of the shortest prayers on record is Peter’s despairing cry as he was 

sinking in the sea.  ‘Lord, save me’ he called and Jesus did just that.  He 

will do it for you, but you must, of course, admit that you need saving, 

and call for help.  You will receive it right enough, but will you 

acknowledge Him as your Saviour and love Him as such, or will you 

wait till the next crisis in your life before you speak to Him again? 

Prayer is thanksgiving (for blessings received) Confession (for failures 

and sins) and Petition, (for guidance and help).  How do you pray? Or 

don’t you. 

 

Prayer is also a two-way communication. 

 

Suppose we ‘lift the receiver and listen’ – we are on a direct line, nothing 

between us, no priest or earthly mediator is necessary.  Jesus is speaking:  

 

“Ask and it shall be given you, seek and you shall find, knock 

and it shall be opened unto you” 

“Your Heavenly Father knows what things you need, so seek 

first the Kingdom of God, and all these things shall be added”. 

 

A word of warning.  Prayer is costly – not in coin of the realm but in the 

breakdown of pride, self-righteousness, indifference and personal ease, 

but you will find it brings a satisfaction and tranquillity that nothing else 

in all the world can supply.” 

 



This whole letter was published in the newsletter of New Southgate 

Baptist Church in February 1957, by Leonard C. Gray.  We discovered 

it during the clear-out for the pre-blessed sale and laughed how accurate 

it was!  It seems that very little has changed, in current times there is a 

lot of concern about the ‘telephone’ but ours are ‘smart’ (albeit only as 

smart as the owner!) we bemoan the heads down culture, and certainly 

distractions during meal times and family time are as much of a concern 

today as then. 

 

However, the wonderful thing is that God does not change, and that what 

was said about prayer in 1957 is as relevant now as then.  I would add a 

few verses from Ephesians 3 v14-21 (NIV) 

 

For this reason, I kneel before the Father, from whom every 

family in heaven and on earth derives its name.  I pray that out 

of his glorious riches he may strengthen you with 

power through his Spirit in your inner being, so that Christ may 

dwell in your hearts through faith. And I pray that you, being 

rooted and established in love,  may have power, together with 

all the Lord’s holy people, to grasp how wide and long and high 

and deep is the love of Christ,  and to know this love that 

surpasses knowledge—that you may be filled to the measure of 

all the fullness of God. 

 

Now to Him who is able to do immeasurably more than all we 

ask or imagine, according to His power that is at work within 

us, to Him be glory in the church and in Christ Jesus throughout 

all generations, for ever and ever! Amen. 

 

This is my prayer for you and for the Church, that through His power we 

would be able to do immeasurably more in our church and community, 

leaning on His strength. 

 

God Bless. 

 

Diana Bensted 

 

 



FAMILY NEWS 

 

It was good to see Tony Fensome and others who have been unwell, back 

in Church. We continue to keep them in our prayers. 

 

We are also thankful for a good response to the “Pre-Blessed Sale” (see 

separate article) and thank all involved, with a special thank you for all 

her hard work to Ruth, who led us and kept us all busy. 

 

Anthea Denham has advised us that her granddaughter Naomi Forward 

will be marrying Dr. Chris Ross at Kings College Chapel Cambridge on 

Thursday 11th July. As a family they are all looking forward to a long-

awaited wedding. 

We all send our congratulations and good wishes to Naomi and Chris. 

God Bless you both. 

 

Our Pastor, Rev. Ruth Moriarty, continues the second part of her 

sabbatical, returning on the 22nd July, leading worship on Sunday 28th. 

After the service on the 28th Ruth & John are hosting a Shared Lunch at 

the Manse. They invite everyone to come along and bring drink or food 

we would like to share with our Church family. 

 

To all who are going on holiday during the forthcoming weeks, have a 

happy and enjoyable time, returning fully refreshed. 

 

 

MISSION GROUP 

 

Mission Sunday will be on Sunday 7th July. Please bring in your Mission 

Boxes on that Sunday.  

 

Let’s all try to remember to collect up as many as possible. We only had 

a few returned at the service in January. 

 

If you would like a box please let me know. 

Thank you 

Anthea Denham  

 



PRE-BLESSED SALE 

 

Our Pre-Blessed Sale was a great success! On Saturday 15 June, we 

opened up Bellevue Hall laid with tables laden with crockery, 

kitchenalia, and other unwanted items from around the Christ Church 

and Grove Road sites. Plenty of furniture, old ladders, chairs, and tables 

were sold, but by far the most popular items were the six old fire buckets 

which went well before lunch. Anne and Mary ably served us teas and 

sandwich lunches, Sally and Kevin baked enough cakes for an army, and 

the kiddie corner with pebble painting and Diana face painting were 

popular.   

 

We raised over £550, but more importantly we met our neighbours and 

we heard their stories. One had recently been bereaved, one was caring 

for a relative with dementia, another had a partner suffering from cancer 

for whom I had the privilege of praying for. 

  

Some were keen bean antique seekers looking for a bargain, others were 

very grateful to be able to buy glasses, towels and plates for little money.  

 

Each person was welcomed, each person heard and saw something of an 

alive church, each person left smiling.  

 

While setting up for the sale, I saw the raw creative beauty of the Spirit 

at work, each of us working together lifting furniture, arranging tables, 

making displays. As we worked together with the women serving on the 

Community Pay Back scheme, laughing and sharing our task we 

glimpsed the presence of Christ working together as his body.  

 

Thank you to all who attended and everyone who helped to set up, sell, 

bake, make, chat, and clear away. Special thanks to: Amir, Anne, Anthea, 

Clare, Diana, Desmond, Esther, Francis, Kevin, Lynda, Mary, Ola, Paul, 

Peter, Rebecca, Roger, Sally, Sara, Sam, Sue, Thomas and Val. 

It was a wonderful day.  

 

Ruth Moriarty 

 

 



WOMEN’S CLUB 
 

On May 31st we started with a number of riddles to exercise our “little 

grey cells”.  Then we welcomed Anthea Denham who gave us a talk on 

My Life in Teaching.  Born in Birmingham Anthea already knew that 

she wanted to be a teacher from a very young age.  On finishing her 

studies at the Teacher Training College in Furzedown, London, Anthea 

went to a village school in Upper Dicker, West Sussex to teach twenty-

two 5 to 7 year-old children and told us stories from her fond memories.  

We then heard of her experience at the Orthopaedic Hospital at Stanmore 

teaching children in the long term stay ward, some in traction, some bed 

bound or in wheelchairs.  At this very difficult time in their young lives 

it was amazing how brave and positive they were.  After Anthea had 

children of her own, she moved to Friern Barnet and taught, and her 

children attended, Holly Park School.  In retirement Anthea still teaches 

by helping children with learning difficulties.   
 

On Thursday 13th June we had heavy rain but were cheered by a Craft 

Afternoon creating colourful greeting cards.  Sending someone a 

handmade card, personal and unique receives a tremendous response and 

we had terrific results.  Everyone took home two to send to family and 

friends.   We were able to enjoy the company and laughter which comes 

with peace of mind and fellowship.  Our Women Through History spot 

reflected on the recent 75th anniversary of the D-Day Landings and the 

Battle of Normandy.  Mother, daughter, Spy was the story of Odette 

Sansom who worked in the France Section of the Special Operations 

Executive from 1942 as a British Agent; she was captured, tortured, 

imprisoned but survived the war and was awarded the George Cross in 

1946.  A second memorable name is Lieutenant Violette Szabo, a 

French-British undercover secret agent who did not survive the war but 

was awarded the George Cross posthumously.  She was made famous by 

the film “Carve Her Name with Pride” starring Virginia McKenna as 

Violette.  
 

June 27th was a gorgeous sunny day and our Art Afternoon produced 

some bright and joyful pictures.  Some ladies chose to colour their choice 

from an Adult Colouring Book while others bravely painted straight to 

the blank sheet.  



Our Women Through History spot focussed on Twiggy who will be 

70yrs in September this year and was made Dame Lesley Lawson in the 

Queen’s honours.  Born and raised in Neasden she became “The Face of 

1966”.  She is a model, actress and singer and since 2005 has modelled 

for Marks & Spencer launching an exclusive clothing collection for 

M&S women’s range. 

 

We completed our afternoon with cakes and tea.   We meet again on 11th 

July for our Games Afternoon.  Why not join us. 

 

Jane Gibbins 
 

FORGIVENESS AND LETTING GO 

 

To let go of something that has happened in the past is to stop it from 

having a negative effect on the present. We are often slaves to a bad 

memory, and even though it may have happened in the dim and distant 

past we seem unable to forgive and forget and so break free from these 

negative feelings. We must learn how to let go and the best way to do 

this is not only to forgive others, but also, we must forgive ourselves.  

This is best illustrated in the book of Matthew Chapter 6 verse 4 

 

“If you forgive others the wrongs, they have done to you your Father 

in Heaven will also forgive you but if you do not forgive others then 

your Father will not forgive the wrongs you have done.” 

 

We can only move forward when we learn from these previous negative 

experiences and thereby free ourselves from the chains of the past and 

remember the words from Mark Chapter 11 verses 22–25 which says 

 

“Jesus answered them, Have, faith in God, and when you stand and 

pray forgive anything you may have against anyone, so that your 

Father in Heaven will forgive the wrongs that you have done.” 

 

and remember that running away from your past is a race that you can 

never win. 

Tony Fensome 



AGM  

 

After service on Sunday, 23rd June a group of 16 church members and 5 

observers met together for our annual general meeting (AGM). Ruth 

joined us as Chair, taking a break from her sabbatical to be with us for 

the meeting. There were 4 apologies for absence. 
 

The first business of the meeting was the reading of the minutes of the 

last meeting which were, like these, published in the newsletter the 

month after the meeting. These notes were agreed and signed by Ruth. 

The meeting confirmed that there was no-one from the church that we 

were aware of who had died in the year we were reviewing, nor were 

there any new members or occasions of believer’s baptism. 
 

The main business of the meeting was the presentation of reports by the 

secretary, treasurer and on behalf of the Junior Church. Roger, our 

church secretary, listed the activities of the church including the progress 

on the Hall development and establishment of policies for church 

activities that have been brought to church meeting for approval. He also 

acknowledged the contribution of Paul and Clive to the maintenance of 

the Christ Church site and the contribution that the FACC group 

(Fellowship at Christ Church) had made to social activities of the church 

following their decision to stop working as a committee. We also have 5 

lay preachers in our congregation who have helped out with leading 

services when Ruth has been absent. Roger then mentioned that he 

wished to resign as Church secretary by next May when he will turn 80. 
 

Susan, our treasurer, presented the accounts for last year and budget for 

this year. The detail of these are available from her, by anyone who wants 

to look at them. There were a few questions and it was pointed out that 

the budget was set to produce a deficit. However, there is a budget of 

£10,000 for repairs and renewals and if this is not used completely (like 

this year) then it is possible that we will break even. Sue also said that 

she wished to stand down from this position that she has had since 1998. 
 

Ruth acknowledged the hard work of both Roger and Sue and asked 

everyone to prayerfully consider who might be able to take on these 

essential roles for the functioning of the church. 



The report on Junior Church for the year was then presented. At the start 

of the year there were 3 teams taking one Sunday a month. Due to a 

resignation because of commitments, there are now only two teams 

providing teaching and activity sessions each month. However, thanks to 

a number of volunteers, a creche/play session has replaced the third 

teaching session in the monthly programme.  Attendance fluctuates 

which makes planning and delivering sessions challenging, as does the 

breadth of ages of the children taking part. On average there have been 

about 5 or 6 children each week, although this varies from none to nearer 

ten.  This past year the teams have been using Scripture Union published 

material, Bubbles. This provides a theme around which the teachers 

design their session, supplementing the suggested ideas with their own 

activities. 

 

All these reports were voted on and accepted with thanks to all involved.  

A list of all post-holders in the church was also circulated and agreed.  

 

After a collection was taken for the compassionate fund, the meeting 

closed in prayer. 

  

Please can everyone pray to help us discern who should be church 

secretary and treasurer. 

 

Also if you wish to make your giving to the church more beneficial and 

you are a tax payer make sure you join the envelope scheme which means 

that we can claim the tax back on your giving - or give in ‘small gifts’ of 

£20 notes or smaller denomination as the church can also claim the tax 

back on these gifts.  
 

Clare Jenkins 

 

******************* 
 

The next meeting of the Newsletter Committee 

will be held at 39 The Ridgeway, London N11 

at 8pm. on Monday 19th August 2019. 
 

Please let us have your material for the September Newsletter 

by Sunday 18th August. 



WORDS OF ENCOURAGEMENT 

 

I quote two people. One said, ‘Life is so unfair for some of us who do 

nothing wrong.’ The other said, ‘Life is so unfair, those who are good 

always have an unlucky life’. Both statements are debateable. However, 

do you sometimes feel life is unfair too? I doubt you’re alone if you do 

so at times. My guess is many Christians sometimes feel life is unfair. 

Injustice, poverty, ill-health, job loss, broken relationships, rejection, 

exclusion or being bypassed for promotion to mention a few, could all 

make one feel life is unfair at times. Don’t lose faith or be tempted to 

join the unrighteous whose joy is temporary. Pray and try to leave 

whatever makes you feel life is unfair at the feet of Lord Jesus. The 

passage below says, God will Himself perfect us and we will share in 

the eternal glory of Jesus Christ. 

 

1 Peter 5: 7-11 

Leave all your worries with him, because he cares for you. Be alert, be 

on watch! Your enemy, the Devil, roams around like a roaring lion, 

looking for someone to devour. Be firm in your faith and resist him, 

because you know that other believers in all the world are going 

through the same kind of sufferings. But after you have suffered for a 

little while, the God of all grace, who calls you to share his eternal 

glory in union with Christ, will himself perfect you and give you 

firmness, strength, and a sure foundation. To him be the power forever! 

Amen. 
 

Ola Lawal 

 

FINANCE FROM APRIL 2019 to 23rd JUNE 2019 

 

         Cash   £1168.25 

Envelopes   £1730.73 

                    £2898.98 

 

June Communion collection of £26.00 

and June AGM collection of £18.93  

for the Compassionate Fund 


